5863 Pte Frank Monk - 7th (The Princess Royal's) Dragoon Guards

British Cavalry

Compiled by Steve Monk 2021

Frank Monk was my first cousin three time removed & Brother of James William Monk
Born in East Guldeford Nr Rye Sussex in 1886.

Died in Dover Kent in 1952 aged 66 years

It appears he signed up for the Royal Sussex Regiment in which his service number was 8324 but was

transferred to the 7" Dragoon Guards and his service number changed to 5863 or DM/5863.




Military History
2nd November 1905 attested at Brighton Sussex. Signed up for 9 years with colours & 3 years reserves.
2nd November 1905 Passed medical at Brighton Sussex.
26th January 1906 passed fit for service in Malta.
10th February 1906 Posted to Malta. 2nd Battalion Royal Sussex were at St George’s Barracks.
30th April 1906 Posted to Crete.
11th March 1907 Home.
20th April 1907 One case of Drunkenness appears on his conduct record.
20th July 1907 Passed fit for service overseas.
18th October 1907 India 1st Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment.
27th March 1908 Awarded 3rd Class certificate of education.
4th April 1908 Appointed Lance Corporal.
24th February 1909 reverted back to Private at his own request.
5th April 1909 Changed his religion from Wesleyan to Church of England.
1st April 1911 Transferred to the 7th Dragoons Guards.
31st January 1913 Home.
1st February 1913 to 4th August 1914 Army Reserves.
5th August 1914 to 15th August 1914 Mobilised at Home.
16th August 1914 to 5 November 1914 BEF France.
5th November 1914 Wounded, no further details.
6th November 1914 to 20th December 1915 Home & Hospital.
23rd November 1914 Got married to Sarah Alice Bedwell in Rye Registry Office.
1st February — 3rd March 1915 Something was authorised, but unreadable.
27th February 1915 awarded 28 days detention by Commanding officer.
21st December 1915 Posted 7th Dragoon Guards BEF France on his army record, no further information.
4th May 1919 he was class Z Army Reserves, so he must have survived the war.
Class Z Reserve

This was authorised by an Army Order of 3 December 1918. There were fears that Germany would not
accept the terms of any peace treaty, and therefore the British Government decided it would be wise to be
able to quickly recall trained men in the eventuality of the resumption of hostilities. Soldiers who were
being demobilised, particularly those who had agreed to serve “for the duration”, were at first posted to
Class Z. They returned to civilian life but with an obligation to return if called upon. The Z Reserve was
abolished on 31 March 1920.




British Expeditionary Force (BEF)

The Cavalry Division:
GOC: Major-General Allenby CB

2nd Cavalry Brigade:

GOC: Brigadier-General H. deB. De Lisle CB, DSO
4th (Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards
9th (Queen’s Royal) Lancers
18th (Queen Mary’s Own) Hussars
2nd Signal Troop

He originally signed up for 9 years with the colours and 3 years in reserves.

On 1t April 1911 he transferred to the 7t" Dragoon Guards and changed his contract under the Para 333 (4)
Kings Regulations terms of service, to 7 years with the colours and 5 years with the reserves.

«I agree to be transferred toths Army Reserve
at any timeafter my arrival in the United Kingdom,
in accordance with the terms of War Office letter
No. 115. A, R/ General Number/ 676, dated-5th .
June 1912. s ;

Signaturo.%..73152;’.//’??.. .."f.?....?uh D. G.

Date 3/~ /2-//0/2, TRIMULGHERRY.




Attestation originally to the Royal Sussex Regiment and for 9 years with the colours and three with the
reserves, this changed as his military career went on.
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| < Militia, the Militia Reserve, the Imperial Yeomanry, or the,Rcynl Navy ? } Sisereerteeatiiitneseestettrans
B = If so, state which, and cause of diSChATGE ...ccvivuevireerdiermrnneerianasennnes
3 ‘S 12. Have you. truly st‘ltcd the wholc, if any, of y gou previous
C' !—1 Scr\u,e7 R e e s
E 3
§5s 13. Have you ever been r ,Jcctcd ‘as unfit for the Mxllt.uy} o e e ML LRt s
IS = 3 or Naval Forces of the Crown? If so, on what grounds ? ...... 7 7 A
555 14. Are you willing to be vaceinated or re-vaceinated 2. 3 O o Gt Sessveras 7 e o & R vessssesase
e 2 15MWMCWNWWW%WmMWWMMW} 15, (b8, QAL e R b
“3: u willing to be enlisted for General Service ?.....coueueuueeiiiineiirienneenes
£® 2 t16. f)o you understand that although every endeavour will be
353 made to post you to the regiment \\lnch you have selected, you will be 3 o000 X OGS OO0 GO0, £
= 3 liable, if necessity ari t rve with any regiment of the Corps for ¢
o B which you enlis . \| ¢ Name. k_/‘t .. X
252 17. Did you receive a otice, and.- 1ts} 17. ,\\{ <
595 meaning, and who gave it t0 YOU ureerssisaneeisiineeeiiiireeeesiannserinesensns Corps .......... 43 -.-(--h-‘-......---
A |
2 5 | 118. Do you understand that, notwithstanding you enlist for a dismounted Lor[)s, you are /
S R liable to be trained and cmplm ed in such mounted duties as may be required of an Infantry Soldier, 1 8FREr Y N e cecrsnnse
% ’;‘f including the duties of Mounted Infantry 2. ..c.cccee coeeereiieiiiiiiiiasrannneieiieiiesiessnnsnnnanassans .
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- / WAL Signature of Witness,
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Tire ASK V/\ M do make Oath, that I will be faithful and

bear true t\“("'l ance to Ilis \l.l]ust\ King Edward the Seventh, Iis lleus,‘uul Successors, and that I will, as in (lut_)
bound, lummtl\ and faithfully defend His Majesty, IHis IHeirs, and Successors, in Person, Crown,and Dignity against
all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His \Lx_]cst), His I'ICll‘a, and Successors, and of ‘the Gcncl.xls
and Officers set over me.  So help me God.
CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER..

The Recruit above-named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above questions
he would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act.

The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.

I haye taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each question has been duly entere;
as rephcd tu, J.DL]. the said Recruit has m.ld(. and signed the declaration and taken the oath before
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Medical on Enlistment

_on Enlistment.
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)
(To be determined according to the instructioms given in the Rggula- peculmutxes or prevnous disease. . - S

Sons ey e Services.) (Should the Medical Officer be of opinion that the recruit ha.sv;erved
After six months’ before, he will, unless the man acknowledges to any previous
On Enlistment. service and service, attach a slip to that.effect, for the mformut.mu of the

gymnastic course. approy. ing Officer.)
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Church of England
Presbyterian
]
».S | Wesleyan
3= 5
Eo-E Baptist or Congfegationalist e
~ g Other Protestants
(5] (Denomination to be stated)
= oman Catholic

Jews

Certificate of Medical Examination.
I have examined the above-named recruit and find that he does not present any of the causes
of rejection specified in the Regulations for Army Medical Services.

e can see at the requu'ed distance with either eye : his heart and lungs are healthy : he has
the free use of his joints and limbs, and he declares that he is not subject to fits of zmy description.
/

I consider him * L"'L"/, 7 for the Army.

Date . SV (Y 190 5. (e & prr b i

Place { LAA SN VI QU sl //
* [nsert here ““fit " of “ unfit,” Medical ()ﬂtcer

Nore.—Should the Medical Officer consider the Recrnit unfit, he will fill in the foregoing Certificate only in the case of those who have been
attested, and will briefly state below the cause of unfitness:— 3

Certificate of Primary Military Examination.
I hereby certify that the above-named recruit was inspected by me, and I consider him

care hap been exercised in his enlistment.

Pate- R SN Vs 190 %

At “' UL ( 1\_,_4\\\'t and that due
3 e 1Recruztmg Oficer.
Place_ | QAAAAMNL J

¢
» for service in the f 1T §uAal
* Insert here “fit”’ or “unfit.”

T Insert the ** Reglment or' % Corps

|
|
B

¢ ‘ * Certificate of Approving Officer.

I certify that this Attestation of the above-named recruit is correct; and properly filled up, and
that the required forms appear to ‘have been complied with., I accordmg]y approve, and appoint him
to thet HUrAL SUSsEA REGE

If enlisted by special authority, Army Form B. ;03 (or other authonty for the enlistment) will be attached

to the original attestation. / Y e $
Date___NOV' 4 1908 190 . SO, ; i 4

S 0 Yo 7 A ing Officer.
Place_. CHICHESTER: : _ Geawnanaing Dege:, hoyal Supeex Regi pproving Officer.

+ Here insert the “ Corps * for which the Recruit has been enlisted.

* The signature of the Approvm" Officer is to be affixed in the presence of the Recruit. |
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Statement of Services - Reserves
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Below are a couple of postcards found on the internet of the 2" Royal Sussex Regiment in Crete in 1906
| have no idea if Frank Monk is in them but they are certainly of the era.

v

i 156 8 &

128. - D Coy. - 2¢ Royal Sussex Reg!, Candia-Crete

Edit. R. Behaeddin, photog., Candia-Crete

E 88, - English Camp (27 R. Succex Reoty cans OAasin

2"d Royal Sussex Regiments camp in Candia Crete




Inoculations in India 1910

e Da,te 2710 -0 g-
batch Number of inoculation material s/ 3 <& ‘;";
Date of preparation of 1nocula,thn material 4~ & - [0 g
Dose given _ 7 / e C ({ \\ \\ \ “jO oy 7
Stgnatwre of Inoculator 57N \‘ 'w’m%’ =
SECOND INOGU. ION.M/’ Cae,
Place tesslc  Date &7 e o g
Batch Number of inoculation material ¢ / L// g
Date of preparation of moﬁﬁ“kah n material /. ‘*7 : o iz
Dose given /. }\[\\ ) 2 g &
Stgnature of [noculwto AN ‘??:-,_rf QA 7% (7
4285 15,000 11—09 H W V G- 06/522 /[4;,.% //Q/é«c««e S *';g

28" April 1906 Medical Examination in Mtarfa Hospital in Malta before being posted to Crete.
T —
{ ; $ ‘

Signature of
Medical Officer

1

Name of

Hospital T . =T T

treated in quarters.

TapLe IV.—Only for Admissions to Hospital or to the Sick List in the case of Warrant Officers

s i

The PMO (Personnel Management Officer) stated that up to the middle of 1906, which marks the new era,
the garrison of Malta lost annually the services of some 650 soldiers and sailors for a period of 120 days
each, making a total of some 80,000 days of illness. Hence Malta was looked upon as one of the most
unhealthy and dangerous foreign station.

In 1906, the families of the Sussex Regiment stationed in Crete were kept at Mtarfa.




Medical on Transfer to Reserves

On 1st Transfer. On 2nd Transfer, On 3rd Transfer.
14. Description on transfer to Army Reserve.
5 B e s P =il S
*Age << Yewms Months _Years. Months Years_____ Months
&
A, !
Height 2 5A.~1"eet_~._é..1(f’~1uches Lol Neeticeizsl Inches | Feet b |
(Without boots) |
Chest measurement 2 |
(over waistcoat) ‘5 5 Ao {
Waist measurement !," - ‘
(over top of trousers) ; g 2
Exact size of helmet Lok ,
| Exact size of boots 7 .
Complexion 3/
Eyes %
Hair ?3{;:/? KIPPN
Trad
rade S6un. R
*Intended place of
residence
Descriptive Marks < 2
ﬁﬁ&« /&,{( 4L
‘,/d(/;“/[‘/{ﬁ Qe A
q
15. * Statement of Service on transfer to Reserve.
SO o S = ¥
Years. ; Days. Years. Days, [ Years. Days.

gagement e

Towards limited cn-} 7 | ﬂ;‘.

16. * Confirmation of transfer to Army Reserve.
The above nameﬂ sgldier is hereby transferred to the 1st Class Army Reserve.

(Signature of

Commanding G0L
Officer p
cer) v cpby
(Place) ¢ Rl
(Date) ; i
51913 ;

* In the case of a man sent home from abroad for transfer to Army Reserve, this is to be completed by the Officer who carries out the
transfor at home.
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i

i
| "
to the Reserve | his Army Service. Brought home % 2
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W
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x [l
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f §

| )
£y
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S afe. r {
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{ in the Charactor Certificate.)
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1f desirons of heing registored for Civdl employment, the Commmanding Officer #A11, provided the man is worthy of it, enclose n

11 deslrous of employment in any onhr vnrlnnu T‘ullct Ferces, n

1 d x{:llpl}h for the ramre A F. B. 2073 will ale
» Regulations regard i

the Register of Civil Employment.

this form

A certiticate, as Inid down,

be prepared and enclosed.

5. Number of G. 0.7? 9] i
Badges 5 ﬁ i
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i Classification for Seswieswar Proflciency “5('4 T, \ Y Tay I8 {0 be made on Arm

No ¢ e
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6. Medals and

Medals and (zl(
Decorations <
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7. Position on Roll of )
N. C. Officers }

On 1st Transfer.

In the case of Royal Engineers, this information is to be

On 2nd Transfer.

On 3rd Transfer.

obtained from the Deputy Adjutant General, Royal Engincers.

cation (Foot-Guards
and Infantry of the

i

|

1

{

{ 8. Musketry Classifi-
!

{ Line.)

| 9. If employed on Staft
or Regimental Em-
ploy, state nature,
capacity, and dum-’)
tion of employment.

1

o

. Signature of Com-
manding Officer to
the correctness of
the foregeiheg"
entries.

(Date)

3/-12-/4/2

11.

[ hereby acknowledge that T have received all my pay, allowances, and clothing, and all just

* Certificate to be signed by the Soldier on transfer to Reserve.

demands up to the present date, and that I have been furnished with :—
(1) Parchment Certificate (Army Form D. 426)
(2) Imstructions for reporting myself on transfer (Army Form D. 424).

0 (Signature of Soldier) % A AP e s e s = b
(Date) = e T =
{ 1 D
| (Witness) v}\" Ly 10
J 0 QO
12. * Certificate to be signed by the Examining Medical Officer on a Soldier’s transfer to the Army Reserve.|
I certify that I have examined. the above named man, and find that he is medically fit for service. |
E \/ T R B Yo EIRT &
A 71 A M
Signature of i\lcdicul} /_' e :'/"_W | e e e s e =
officer. 107
(Place) Hisilde i d) 3 TS
port.
(Date) e
| 13, *+ Fugrther Certificate in the case of men suffering from rupture.
LT certify that the above named man is suffering from ruptare and is therefore only fit for Home Service.
, — |
Signature of Medical ?
oﬂicel'. PR e = fiemien PR e e o :“ o
i
(Place) Ll e e e i S el el 7 | A5
!
(Date) e —|

carried out.

arriRg

-

4 In the case of a soldier who is ruptured, and who, up to the date of transfer to Reserve, has performed his
inconvenience, a note will be made that, if recalled to the colours, he is only available for home

# Tn the case of men sent home from abroad for transfer to Army Reserve, this certificate is not to be signed until the transfer ;
er is

duties without serious
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3.

10.

LIST OF TRANSFER

DOCUMENTS.

Proceedings on  transter to

Ist Class Army Reserve.
Duplicate attestation.

Militia or Specinl Reserve

Release (if any).

Deolaration of change of
name (if any)
Regtl. Conduct Sheet.

Compy. Conduct Sheet.

Copies of convictions by Civil
Power (if any).

Medical Histy. Sheet

slavation on Army F. I
(in the case of men
permitted to enter the

Reserve before completing
their columr service.)

Copy of 3rd page of attesta-
tion (in the case of men
«‘miilcd to deferred pay

who go to Netley or the
[)'\l harge  Depot from
abroad for transfer).

Instruetions regarding the despatch of

Documents on the transfer of

soidiers to the Reserve.

1. When a soldier is transferred to the Reserve the docu-
ments named in the margin, arranged in the same sequence,
will be placed inside this form, and sent by the Officer who
carries out the transfer to the Officer charged with the
custody of the documents oé.,Arm()' Reserye men of the Corps
to which he belongs. ;

2. Should any of the manﬁ documents be missing, an
explanation of the deficiency,”signed by the Commanding
Officer, must be substituteditor the missing documents.

5. A Form of “ Receipt tor documents” (Army Form
9) will be sent with the transfer documents.

The Officer to whoni the documents are sent should

check them as soon as possible; it they are found to be
correct, he should sign and retuwrn Army Form B. 279.
Should any document be missing, he must at once apply for it.

When soldiers arve sent home from abroad for transfer
to the Army Reserve, the documents specified in the margin
will be placed iside this form, and sent home with the men,
for transmission to the Officer by whom their transfer to the

Army Reserve is to be carried out, together with the follow- .
ing additional documents, vtz :—
(@) New Company Conduct Sheet (Army Form

accordance with the instructions

B. 121) (’(m]‘l»lltcri in
the King’s Regulations.

(6)

in

Parchment Certificate (Army Form D. 426.)

Original

Attestations.

When a man serving in the Cavalry and Infantry of the
Line is transferred to the Reserve at Homie, the Officer charged
with the custody Of the Army Reserve documents \\'1]‘, on
rec «*1[»1 of the man’s transfer documents from the Officer who
CaITIes the 1mn~h) hat  the rinal
attestation 1s also with other
transfer (']1»("11!)‘:‘111}-,

responsible
and prﬁs«-r\'(-d

or

”;l"

out

e

yhtain "(.‘

The original attestations of Reservists of other arms of
the service v 11 1'»-mam in the custody of the Officer in
charge of attestations of the corps from which

at

they the Army Reserve. (See King's
lwffuhm(m\.)
Gulah Singh & Sons, Calcotta—No. 88  rny.—21-10-10—14,000. -




Frank Monk Medal Card
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Name. Corps. Rm% Regtl, No.
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| L7586

W o N K.
i

Medal. Roll. Page. ‘| Remarks.

VICTORY /
;m;m X cc/l_:i'éj 1 W(l)?3m)7?’fl/w

/,Q, STAR 121, Vs cgé i A
Theatre of War first served in & i ﬂ‘y()%“g,/a

Date of entry therein
/..")- vp //Q—* 79*/ M K 1380,

According to his medal card above it looks as though his British War & Victory medals were returned under
Kings Regulations KR 1743. adt is a common abbreviation on the cards and best guess explanation is an
abbreviation for 'adjustment' or 'amendment' (perhaps of the Rolls), quite often see '/adt' in combination
with other four-digit numbers but not seen a satisfactory/definitive explanation as to its meaning other
than the above.

the Star was sent out separately to the other two medals (not sure how likely this was) and the address was
incorrect (which is the usual reference to KR 1743) i.e., the medal could not be delivered.

The cross with 4 dots usually indicates how the medals were inscribed.

Unfortunately, it's all guesswork. All we can say with certainty was the medal was returned, why or by
whom we probably will never know the reason for certain.

Looking at the medal roll they were re-issued on the 4th of February 1927.

It also looks on the Medal roll that there were two entries for him, one with 4" Dragoon Guards and one
with the 7" Dragoon guards, as the entries are next to each other maybe this caused a muddle up in
engraving and this might have been the reason they were returned and re-issued. Another common reason
for medal returns was because recipients had moved. We’'ll probably never know why in this case.

Frank Monk & his wife Sarah Alice next appear in the 1939 UK Register as living at 24 Cannon Street Dover
Kent. Frank is listed as a Licensed House Manager, he died in 1952 aged 66 years. His wife Sarah died in
1963 aged 68 years.




Frank Monk & also his brother James Monk on the 1914 Star Medal Roll.
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