L/7824 Private George Brown — East Kent Regiment (The Buffs)

1st Battalion — 16th Infantry Brigade — 6th Division — lll Corps - East - Kent Regiment (The Buffs)

(Possibly “C” Company 9*" Platoon)

Men of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs at Bois-Grenier, winter 1914

Great Grandad Brown
This is the result of much research and trawling the Internet, Military Records
Visits to Ypres (leper) and searching anything to do with the:

1st Battalion of the East Kent Regiment (The Buffs) in World War 1
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6th Division (embarked at St. Nazaire on 8th September 1914):
GOC: Major-General JL Keir CB.
16th Infantry Brigade
GOC Brigadier-General Ingouville-Williams CB, DSO
1st Buffs
1st Leicester’s
1st King’s Shropshire Light Infantry

2nd York and Lancaster
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George Brown
Life synopsis
Born in Rolvenden / Rolvenden lane on 11" February 1884.
Baptised in St Mary’s Church Rolvenden on 20™ July 1884.
1891 Census 5™ April living in 2 Halden Place Cottages Rolvenden and a Scholar.

1901 Census 315 March has him living in Dwellings, 8, High Road Rolvenden as an Agricultural
Labourer. (8 Dwellings were in Rolvenden Layne, now demolished)

On 31° December 1904 he signed up to the Army in Tenterden — Regiment: Buffs (East Kent
Regiment); Rank: Private; Service number: L/7824

Previously in the 2" Volunteer Battalion of the East Kent Regiment.

On 21t November 1908 he married Kate Bryant in St Mary’s Church Rolvenden aged 24.
On 6™ September 1909 he became a father to Thomas George Brown (My Grandad)

On 30" July 1914 WW1 Mobilisation begins.

On 8" September 1914 he sailed to Saint Nazaire France on SS Minneapolis.

War Diary would suggest he was wounded during a shelling period October - November in or around
Grande Flamengrie Farm France.

He was listed as “Wounded” on the Casualty List issued by the War Office from 30" November 1914.
On 7' June 1915 he was killed in Action around Brielen near Ypres Belgium.

On 6™ August 1919 he was re-buried and commemorated in the Perth Cemetery (China Wall) Ypres.
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George Brown — Military Service
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L/7824 Pte George Brown WW1
August to December 1914 — The Early Months

The battle of Armentieres

Bois Grenier Sector — Radinghem — Chateau De Flandres - Grand Flamengrie Farm

The outbreak of war in August 1914 brought an influx of recruits to Canterbury which together with
more than 500 reservists were shipped over to Fermoy (Republic of Ireland) to join the 1st Battalion.

In an attempt to try to piece together Great Grandad George Browns early movements as part of the
British Expeditionary Force in 1914 and due to the thought that they would all be home for
Christmas there doesn’t seem to be that much written about the early months of the war.

There are of course the war diaries, but even those are sometimes sparse in their detail.

| am aware that Pte 7824 George Brown was injured late 1914 but was patched up and carried on, it
is this thread that got me researching deeper into the first few months, trying to find out where and
what were the circumstances which led to his injury. According to records he was Listed as
"Wounded" on the Casualty List issued by the War Office from 30th November 1914.

| seem to have so far drawn a blank but have pulled together a few reports from other sources in
particular the 1% Battalion East Kent Regiment to which he was assigned.

Grand Flamengrie Farm today

Some accounts of this battle and the previous battles at Radinghem and Chateau De Flandres,
Beaucamps-Ligny in October 1914 before they retreated back to Grande Flamengrie Farm.

The 1st Battalion was in the Radinghem area on the 21st October 1914, it was holding the line near
Great Flamengrie Farm. The battle of Armentieres continued for the next few weeks and the 1st

Battalion Buffs at Radinghem were in the thick of it.

The Germans attacked along the Maisnil-Radinghem Road.

On 21st of October the battalion was at Grand Flamengrie Farm.
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Photographs taken by Steve Monk on 30th September 2022

This is looking across the road from Grand Flamengrie Farm where The East Kent Regiment (The
Buffs) 1°t Battalion were in battle for periods during the winter of 1914 and spring of 1915.
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BUFFS (EAST KENT REGIMENT)
"Aisne, 1914" "Armentieres, 1914"
1ST BATTALION
AUGUST

Fermoy, Ireland. Part of 16th Brigade, 6th Division. Left Ireland for England (12th), arriving in
Cambridge (19th). Billeted at Christ's College.

SEPTEMBER

To Southampton (7th) and embarked SS Minneapolis. Sailed for France (8th). Arrived St. Nazaire (9th)
and to rest camp. Entrained (11th) and to Montcerf. Began move forward (12th), marching via Crecy,
Jouarres, Rocourt, Buzancy, Mont Notre Dame and arriving Courcelles (20th). Relieved 1st
Northumberland Fusiliers and 4™ Royal Fusiliers in front line trenches north-east of Vailly.

OCTOBER

Relieved by French troops (12th) and to Bazoches. Entrained for Cassel (13th). Moved forward (17th)
and took over Divisional Reserve positions at Bois Grenier. Later held line Croix Maréchal — Rue de
Bois.

On 17th October 1914 the 6th Division encountered little opposition, the Germans retiring before it;
and at noon it was ordered to occupy a position Rouge de Bout — Bois Grenier — Chapelle d’
Armentieres. Its left thus resting on Armentieres. This it carried out putting its three infantry brigades
there. On the 17th, the 1st Buffs is positioned at Bois Grenier, from October 18 to 23 they try to
advance on Radinghem.

On Sunday, 18 October 1914, the Division's 16th Infantry Brigade (commanded by Brigadier General
Ingouville-Williams) was instructed to make a reconnaissance in force.

Two battalions of the Brigade - the 2nd York and Lancasters and the 1st Buffs (East Kent Regiment) -
were ordered forward; this move was to take place in a southerly direction on either side of the Bois-
Grenier to Beaucamps-Ligny road. The 2nd York and Lancasters were on the right, and the 1st Buffs
on the left. Initially their forward movement met only light resistance and, complying with new orders,
the advance continued with the capture of the village of Radinghem. It was then intended to take the
high ground south of Radinghem, including the woods in which stood the Chateau de Flandres (this
being three-quarters of a mile south of Radinghem, and less than a half a mile north of Beaucamps
Ligny village centre).

Bacquart Line 2nd York and Lancs and 1st Buffs
\ originally ordered to establish

e

Radinghem
1st Buffs Bontems

_ __/_ _}III__— ——— —__,d—ﬂ‘_’//'
_ /

|
Line established Evening
18th October Chateau de
), Flandre
\U(}\%

_ﬁ/
N\
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The war diary of the 2nd York and Lancasters tells the story. The night of 17/18 October had been
spent in billets on the Rue du Bois, South of Fleurbaix:

18 October 1914. 8 AM. Battalion paraded and marched to Touquet [a hamlet half a mile south of
Bois-Grenier] and there received verbal orders from Brigadier General. Battalion to make a
reconnaissance in force in conjunction with the Buffs... French cavalry to act dismounted on our right
and companies to be extended on a line running SW from Bridoux, 1 mile SE of Touquet.

'A' and 'C' Companies extended accordingly - 'A' on the left with its left resting on the main road. 'B'
Company in support to 'C' Company.

Having reached the line Hau de Bas with little resistance, [the battalion] received verbal orders... to
advance and take the village of Radinghem and having done this push on and take high ground on the
approach to Chateau de Flandres.

[By early afternoon,] Village [i.e. Radinghem] taken without difficulty by 'A' Company. Line held up for
short time by shelling of French and our guns. Centre of line on reaching high ground East of
Radinghem came under heavy shell fire from southerly direction but continued the advance with the
remainder of the line across the Radinghem - Fromelles Road. Right of line coming under heavy
crossfire of machine guns and shrapnel in the open, was forced to return to the road. At the same
time the remaining companies, having got into the woods of Chateau de Flandres tried three times to
advance but were each time driven back by crossfire of machine guns, situated at southern boundary
of the wood, and shrapnel and rifle fire. They eventually took up positions on the Radinghem -
Fromelles Road, in conjunction with the Buffs.

(5.10 PM) General line of above road taken up and entrenched with rear line of defence of 1 Company
(this company was formed of men who had been rallied by Major Clemson to form a 2nd defensive
line) in our right rear. Occasional shrapnel fire from enemy, but machine gun fire and rifle fire had
ceased.

(6 PM) Order received to hold on to the ground gained. Remainder of night occupied in entrenching
and reforming companies. During the night, French cavalry who were in position on our right
withdrew.

An additional snippet comes from Marden's History of the 6th Division:

...the situation was saved by Major Bayley's company of the 2nd York and Lancasters, which had
worked round on the left and threatened the flank of the [German] counterattack which thereon
withdrew.

The Buffs had moved on 3rd November to the entrenchments at Grande Flamengrie Farm in stark
snow-laden winter conditions. Earlier, during October (18th and 20th, in particular), 1st Battalion the
Buffs had suffered significant losses at Radinghem and desperately needed drafts of new men as they
moved into the Bois-Grenier sector.

Part of the fighting, which also caused a few hundred deaths, took place at the "Chateau des Flandres"
in Radinghem (Beaucamps-Ligny side). And the other part, here between the street of Jerusalem, the
Whitewoods and the great Flamengrie. From October 18th to 23rd.
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French newspaper impression of the English taking of Chateau de Flandres.

The Date on the paper is Sunday 14" March 1915, some months after the event.
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The ruins of Chateau de Flandres after the battle.

Colonel Moody records, with severe hand-to-hand fighting." Fell back to wood south side of
Radinghem after German counterattack. Enemy attacked throughout day (20th) forcing withdrawal
through Radinghem to Grande Flamengrie Farm during night.

Account (Edited) of the same period from www.lynsted-society.co.uk

In the period October-November 1914 there were four simultaneous battles in the region of Ypres
("the First Battle of Ypres"). These battles had to be won by the Allied forces if the Channel was to be
secured (to permit the flow of troops and material) and the German forces brought to a halt.

Against superior German forces in their sector, the Buffs formed part of the Estaires-Fournes Line
often referred to as the "Battle of Armentieres" that stretched from 13th October to 2nd November.
Attacks and counterattacks settled into trench warfare and the pattern was set for the subsequent
grinding years of attrition on land.

In this battle, the 1st Battalion lost 24 men on 18th October and 50 on the 20th October, which
explains the importance of the flow of new recruits.

On 18th October, the 3rd Corps (containing the 16th Brigade in which sat the 6th Division, of which
the 1st Battalion, the Buffs was a part) was instructed to secure Perenchies Ridge. To achieve this, the
Allies had to dislodge the German entrenchments on the low ridge between Lille and Armentieres
marked by Fournes -Radinghem - La Valee — Perenchies - Verlinghem.

General Keir sent the Buffs forward to probe German strength around a collection of houses in front
of Radinghem and, by noon, they met no opposition (unlike their comrades on the same sector). That
afternoon, after 14.30pm, the 16th Division moved to take part in a set-piece flanking movement, to
wheel north-east from Radinghem and turn the enemy's flank from the south.
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Both the Buffs and the York & Lancaster troops were met by machine-gun and rifle fire that took a toll
but ultimately the Allies succeeded in taking control of Radinghem.

Conscious of the closeness of German reserves beyond a belt of woods and in the Chateau de Flandres
(% mile S.E. of the village) British troops were told to entrench. At first the Buffs were told to hand
over to the French 1st Cavalry Corps but when only 150 men French troops arrived, the Buffs remained
on station. The casualties fell mostly to the Buffs that day.

The next day saw no changes for the Buffs as reserves were moved up on both sides of a new front of
35 miles length.

The weather was dull making aeroplane work and artillery observation difficult. But behind the scenes,
the German forces were reorganised to be ready for an attack on British forces along the entire new
front. On the morning of the 20th October, the British 3rd Corps found itself opposite nearly the whole
of both the 19th and 13th German Corps. An unequal balance of forces.

20th October saw a clash and sustained fighting all along the line. In the 6th Division, holding the line
Radinghem - Ennetiéres - Premesques - Epinette, all three infantry brigades were attached. Between
7 and 8am the British trenches were heavily shelled by gun and howitzers of all calibres up to 8 inches,
and then the German infantry began to advance by bounds covered by machine gun fire the firing
opening at 800 to 1000 yards.

The 1°t Buffs held the front-line east of Radinghem despite shelling and a determined assault about
1pm The Buffs held their own.

Some accounts of this fight of 21 October 14.

The 1st Battalion was in the Radinghem area on the 21st October 1914, it was holding the line near
Great Flamengrie Farm. The battle of Armentieres continued for the next few weeks and the 1st
Battalion Buffs at Radinghem were in the thick of it.

The Germans attacked along the Maisnil-Radinghem Road. On the 21st of October, the battalion was
at Grand Flamengrie Farm. The battalion had lost 90 men killed and a further 57 wounded.

Casualties — Lieutenants J.D. Phillips, R. McDougall, R.S. Glyn and Second-Lieutenant M. Noott killed,
Commanding Officer — Colonel J. Hasler and 3 other officers wounded, 17 other ranks killed, 57
wounded, 62 missing. The latter all believed killed. "A" and "C" Companies in action (23rd), engaged
in hand-to-hand fighting during enemy counterattack in front of Brigade line. Withdrew to line just
south of the Le Touquet - La Boutillerie road (25th). "C" Company came under attack. Captain E.B.
Chichester mortally wounded. "D" Company engaged enemy during evening. Casualties — Second-
Lieutenant H.R. Stock and 5 other ranks killed, 2 officers, 20 other ranks wounded, 2 missing. Colonel
Moody now records — "a long spell of comparative quite" in the trenches. Casualties averaging out to
2 killed, 5 wounded per day.

Page 12 of 68




SITUATION, 20% OCTOBER 1974. SRR

SCALF
MiLEs L & v o

W MILES

GANAL 6
BRUGES ©

-\

o
T Polomypmiin

<
B Paenrhn o
5

.U Daddiseyie
= \

MENIN

.

\ Mont dos Cats O Bl C‘-‘{

. sl
\ HAZEBEOUCK

M INF -

ane S .
{ Prooe .lnf‘»/,,..j" N £
) Avbarm ‘ »' /
J Jews 0.2 $o Wormen
/ agelle © ‘
O Lilmen / 2
A .
7 Y ’
LENCH TROOPS BLOZ C ivenchy 4 : AV
R R el Sl et » 5 3 ia Bagwou /v
b heh duatecedeohoadut BETIIUNE ~ = »
1T TS ThenH KA XX1 l"’lc—‘«'f‘tk'"
- ———

Cndnases Survay, 198

The over all situation of the British and allied forces in the “Race to the Sea” The front line
stretched from the English Channel right down to the Swiss border.
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The map above shows the advance and retreat positions of the British forces along this part of the
front line between October 19th and November 2nd 1914.

L/7824 Private George Brown would have been involved in this and at some point, injured although
details are hard to come by. He is reported as being wounded and appears as “Wounded” on the
Casualty List issued by the War Office from 30th November 1914. Bearing in mind that names didn’t
appear on casualty list for a while after the event due to next of kin being informed and the time it
took to get information back in WW1 it is possible that he received this injury during October / early
November in the Radinghem — La Grande Flamengrie Farm area. He was then patched up and
continued his war.

George Brown Record showing his first injury “Listed as wounded” 30" November 1914

First Name: George

Surname: Brown

Report Date: 30/11/1914

Information: Listed as "Wounded" on the Casualty List issued by the War Office from 30th November 1914

Further Information: This man was entitled to wear a "Wound Stripe" as authorised under Army Order 204 of 6th July 1916. The

terms of this award being met by their naming in this list.

Rank: Private
Service Number: 7824
Duty Location: France and Flanders

DT14011915

Archive Reference:
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Bois Grenier — La Grande Flamengrie Farm area, this was a low-lying area with rivers and streams,
digging trenches was often tough going with a high water table, they often filled with water and
froze during the 1914/15 winter which according to reports was pretty harsh.

The image above shows the official trench map of 1914 in the area superimposed on today’s
landscape. You can pick out La Grande Flamengrie Farm and the British trenches around the area
(Blue) and the German trenches not far away (Red).

The next five pages are transcribed from the official way diary of 1% Battalion East Kent Regiment
(The Buffs) for the month of October.
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War Diary transcript October 1914
1%t Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) 16 Infantry Brigade, 6" Division.

Place Date Summary of Events and Information
6:30 AM. The trenches were inspected by Major General H. HAMILTON
Commanding 3rd Division.
10:00 AM. Commanding Officer, Adjutant and Captain RAINES met General I.
WILLIAMS and inspected buildings and walls north of SAINT PRECORD and VAILLY
1 with a view of placing them in a state of defence.
VAILLY October This work was carried out by ‘D’ Company.
1914
6:00 PM. ‘D’ Company relieved a Company of 5th Northumberland Fusiliers on our
left.
CASUALTIES
One man accidently shot himself in the foot.
6:30 AM. General I. WILLIAMS accompanied by Commanding Officer and
Adjutant inspected trenches of two Companies of 7th Royal Fusiliers with a view of
relieving them by ‘A’ and ‘C’ Companies.
8:15 AM. The following message was received from 3rd Division through
16th Infantry Brigade.
BUFFS — The Major General was extremely pleased with the fire trenches and
communication trenches constructed by your Battalion; both as regards those he
saw yesterday and this morning and recognised the hard work performed by your
Battalion in their construction. He asked the Brigadier General to convey his
appreciation of the work performed (signed) 16th Infantry Brigade.
4:00 PM. ‘B’ Company returned to Headquarters and took the place of ‘C’
2 Company — Lieutenant HAMILTON's platoon taking the place of Lieutenant HOMAN's
VAILLY October platoon.
1914
6:15 PM. ‘B’ Company relieved by a Company of York & Lancaster Regiment.
‘A’ and ‘C’ Companies relieved two Companies of the 7th Royal Fusiliers.
The position now being York & Lancaster Regiment on our right - from
right to left - ‘D’, ‘A’, ‘C’ Companies with the King’s Shropshire Light
Infantry on our left.
One platoon of ‘B’ Company in rear of Leicestershire Regiment (on the right of York
& Lancaster Regiment).
‘B’ Company - less one platoon — in support to Brigade under orders of
Officer Commanding Buffs.
9967 Corporal RANDALL showed great pluck in attending Private HAMILTON (who
was killed) although he himself was wounded at the time.
CASUALTIES 1 man killed and 2 wounded.
3
CASUALTIES
VAILLY October
2 men wounded.
1914
6
VAILLY October CASUALTIES
1 man wounded.
1914
7 CASUALTIES
VAILLY October 1 man wounded.
1914
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8 CASUALTIES
VAILLY October 2 men killed and 5 men wounded
1914
10:00 AM. Enemy opened heavy infantry fire.
10:30 AM. Whole line heavily shelled including Headquarters, support and
VAILLY.
9 Acting Sergeant WILSON and 3 transport men were wounded and 10
VAILLY October Horses killed near church in VAILLY. Sergeant WALL and 4 men of ‘C’
1914 Company wounded in trench.
‘C’ Company stretcher bearers worked very well — especially Private MEDWAY.
CASUALTIES
5 non-commissioned officers and men wounded, and 10 horses killed.
10
VAILLY October 6:00 PM. ‘B’ Company relieved ‘C’ Company.
1914
1 3:00 AM. ‘A’ Company relieved ‘B’ Company.
VAILLY O‘igolzer 10:00 PM. Relieved by the French — Division General NERANO, Brigadier
General DITTE and Lieutenant Colonel LE DUC — 287 Regiment.
13
VAILLY October 1:00 AM. Marched to BAROCHES (arriving 7:00 AM.). Billeted.
1914
13
BAROCHES October 5:00 PM. Marched to FISMES.
1914
13 6:30 PM. Started to entrain —9:25 PM left by train via PARIS — AMIENS —
FISMES October ETAPLES.
1914 Arriving CASSEL 12:15 AM — 15 October 1914.
15
CASSEL October 10:15 AM. Marched to OUTTERSTEENE arriving 4:30 PM.
1914
16 6:15 AM. Marched to LE CRUSOBEAU (about 2 miles northwest of SAILLYSUR-LA-
LYS).
OUTTERSTEENE Oigolzer (17th Infantry Brigade at STEENWERCK — 18th Infantry Brigade at LE PETIT
MORTIER) in Corps Reserve.
17
LE CRUSOBEAU October | 9:00 AM. Marched to CROIX MARECHAL Battalion advanced to Brigade.
1914
10:00 AM. Marched to GRANDE FLAMENGRIE FARM. Ordered to clean up situation
but not to become seriously engaged with the enemy. Line HAU
DE BAS — VALLEE. ‘B’, ‘C’ and ‘D’ Companies in firing line. ‘A’ in support.
18 2:20 PM. Very heavy fire — the line was secured at 2:20 PM. Verbal orders received
CROIX Octob to attack along the line RADINGHEM — ESCOBECQUES.
MARECHAL <1:9014er No resistance until RADINGHEM was secured when a sharp fire was met

from direction of CHATEAU DE FLANDRES supported by York & Lancaster
Regiment the line of wood north of CHATEAU DE FLANDRES was taken.
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RADINGHEM

18
October
1914

Position at end of day. ‘B’, ‘C’ and ‘D’ Companies in front line - ‘A’ Company in
support with York & Lancaster Regiment on our right. ‘A’ Company placed south end
of RADINGHEM in state of defence.

Lieutenant THORNHILL's platoon reinforced firing line. Stretcher bearer Lance
Corporal LUCY showed great gallantry in attending wounded under fire (2nd time).
CASUALTIES

Officers wounded — Captain M. BEEVOR, 2nd Lieutenants H. W. JACKSON and R.
BAYARD.

Rank and file killed 18, wounded 55 and missing 5.

RADINGHEM

19
October
1914

8:00 PM. Brigadier General and York & Lancaster Regiment went back in
direction of ARMENTIERES leaving The Buffs to hold the whole line astride
the RADINGHEM — BEAUCHAMPS ROAD about CHATEAU DE FLANDRES — BAS
CHAMPS RAILWAY. Battalion to Point 29.

‘D’ Company on right of road — ‘B’ Company on left. Lieutenant MERCER's

Platoon ‘C’ Company thrown back of ‘B’ Companies left. 2 % platoons of ‘C’
Company under Captain CHICHESTER at BAS CHAMPS holding railway crossing 400
northeast of Point 29. ‘A’ and % platoon of ‘C’ Company holding perimeter of town.

11:30 PM. Stood to arms till 12:30 AM. Enemy attacking 18th Infantry
Brigade on our left — French Cavalry on our right.

RADINGHEM

20
October
1914

2:00 AM. Stood to arms till 3:30 AM.
7:40 AM. Enemy's artillery opened very heavy fire on our trenches. Their guns
keeping it up most of the day.

About 11:30 AM Colonel HASLER Commanding front line was wounded.
About 2:00 PM the enemy attacked very vigorously on our front, right and left.

2:35 PM. 12th French Army Brigade reported enemy advancing on our right.

3:30 PM. Sent message to Major McDONALL (Commanding front line) to guard his
left flank as ‘C’ Company was being heavily attacked.

3:35 PM. Major McDONALL reported — “Situation very serious. Am holding on. No
officers left, but RICE. Machine guns knocked out.”

4:00 PM. Major McDONALL reported — “Great difficulty in holding on.
Enemy captured trench on our left held by ‘C’ Company. Am in tight corner.”

3:45 PM. Received verbal message that ‘C’ Company was being cut off.
Orders sent to Major McDONALL to retire Company by Company.

4:10 PM. Major McDONALL replied “Very difficult but will do the best we can.”
Reported to 16th Infantry Brigade — 18th Infantry Brigade — 12th French Army
Brigade that Buffs were retiring slowly.

4:50 PM. Received order from 16th Infantry Brigade to hold on at any cost promising
support of 2 Companies York & Lancaster Regiment — Reported to 16th Infantry
Brigade that we were holding south perimeter of town.

6:25 PM. Received order from 16th Infantry Brigade to retake and hold line —
RADINGHEM — BEAUCHAMP — RAILWAY CROSSING W M 29.

7:00 PM. Major CLEMSON with 2 Companies York & Lancaster Regiment arrived to
our support.

7:30 PM. Brigadier General arrived. Started digging in again with 2 Companies York &
Lancaster Regiment.

About 10:00 PM. Received orders to retire Company by Company on
GRANDE FLAMENGRIE FARM.
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4:15 AM. Arrived FARM. 12th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, supported us exceedingly
well during the whole day.

21 CASUALTIES
RADINGHEM October Officers killed, Lieutenants PHILIPS, McDOUGALL, NOOTT, GLYN.
1914 Officers wounded, Colonel HASLER, Lieutenants HAMILTON, STANFIELD,
ORWIN.
Rank and file — Killed 17, wounded 57 and missing 62.
Horses killed 8 and bicycles damaged beyond repair 3.
8:00 AM. Commanding Officer and Adjutant went round line of trenches to be held
GRANDE by Battalion.
FLAMENGRIE 27
FARM Reported to Brigadier General — who told Commanding Officer that the
1% MILES October Divisional General was very pleased with the stand The Buffs had made at
SOUTHEAST OF 1914 RADINGHEM.
BOIS-GRENIER
Battalion dug itself in. In support to Brigade.
GRANDE Battalion in support. Heavily shelled at various intervals during the day.
FLAE/L?:/?RIE 22 Transport (at BOIS-GRENIER) shelled and had to move back - 1 horse killed.
October
1% MILES 1914 CASUALTIES
SOUTHEAST OF 1 man killed, 9 wounded and 1 missing.
BOIS-GRENIER
9:00 AM. ‘A’ Company sent to Brigade Headquarters in support of York &
Lancaster Regiment. THORNHILL's platoon sent up with Major CLEMSON,
York & Lancaster Regiment, to reconnoitre situation created by York &
Lancaster Regiment's trench being carried by enemy. Party ambushed with machine
gun at 15 yards.
THORNHILL and 5 men left wounded. Former on parapet of captured trench. 7
GRANDE others wounded. About 10 of party only returned. Private PEARCE very gallantly
FLAMENGRIE dragged back Private BULL who was wounded and brought him in but could not
FARM 23 reach Lieutenant THORNHILL.
October
1% MILES 1914
SOUTHEAST OF About 8:00 PM Nos.1 and 3 platoons cleaned up situation in front of Leicestershire
BOIS-GRENIER Regiment. ‘C’ and ‘D’ Companies went in support of King’s Shropshire Light Infantry
and Leicestershire Regiment about BOIS BLANCS. ‘C’ Company drove the enemy back
with the bayonet in front of King’s Shropshire Light Infantry. ‘A’ Company did same
in front of Leicestershire Regiment.
CASUALTIES
Officers killed — Lieutenant THORNHILL, wounded 2nd Lieutenant RICE.
Men — killed 1, wounded 13 and missing 9.
Enemy attacked Leicestershire Regiment on our left, who slightly retired their line.
‘D’ Company — 2 platoons — reinforced King’s Shropshire Light Infantry.
The other two platoons sent to our left to retake some trenches which was done
GRANDE without loss.
FLA';/LE;\:V?RIE 24 Sergeant STOCK was highly complimented by the officer in charge of attack.
October
1% MILES 1914 CASUALTIES
SOUTHEAST OF
6 men wounded.
BOIS-GRENIER
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6:00 AM. ‘A’ Company went forward and filled in break in the

Leicestershire Regiment's line. Company Sergeant Major STONE was complimented
by Brigadier General on the way he commanded his right flank guard. Corporal
MARSH did very good reconnoitring work.

11:00 AM. ‘C’ Company was attacked and again at 1:00 PM. The enemy succeeded in

GRANDE getting within 70 yards of our trenches. Captain CHICHESTER showed great gallantry
FLAMENGRIE in going along the trenches cheering his men.
FARM 25 When the enemy retired, he took a German rifle and used it against the enemy.
1% MILES October Unfortunately, he was shot in the head and died some hours after from his wounds.
SOUTHEAST OF 1914 At least a hundred dead Germans were left in front of ‘C’ Companies trench.
BOIS-GRENIER ‘D’ Company repulsed two German attacks one at 8:00 PM and one at
9:00 PM and withdrew and prepared position in rear.
CASUALTIES
Captain CHICHESTER and 2nd Lieutenant STOCK killed.
Lieutenant HOMAN and Lieutenant CHILD wounded.
Killed 5, wounded 20 and missing 2.
‘A’ Company relieved by York & Lancaster Regiment re-joined Brigade
GRANDE
FLAE&E{'\'{?RIE 26 Headquarters on right of line later re-joined Battalion on line southeast of
October GRANDE FLAMENGRIE FARM.
1% MILES 1914
SOUTHEAST OF CASUALTIES
BOIS-GRENIER
3 wounded.
GRANDE Lieutenant CATTLEY took command of ‘C’ Company. Company Sergeant
FLAMENGRIE Majors NESBIT and STONE, Sergeants CORRAL, STOCK and ORWIN promoted 2nd
FARM 27 Lieutenants. Enemy attacked about 11:00 PM and were repulsed.
172 MILES Oigoltzler CASUALTIES
SOUTHEAST OF .
BOIS-GRENIER 9 wounded and 1 missing.
GRANDE 2nd Lieutenant ASPREY and 69 non-commissioned officers and men arrived to
FLAMENGRIE reinforce the BaFtaI'lon:
FARM 28 Germans seen digging in our front.
1% MILES October E.nemy attacked about 11:00 PM repulsed. 4
SOUTHEAST OF 1914 Lieutenant CHAPMAN sent out on patrol duty just before dawn.
BOIS-GRENIER
CASUALTIES
8 men wounded.
GRANDE Enemy fired nearly all day — gun and rifle fire — stood to arms 2:30 AM and
FLAMENGRIE 4:30 AM. Corporal MARSH, Privates BELL and SISLEY did good scouting.
FARM 29 Very cold and wet night.
1% MILES October
SOUTHEAST OF 1914
BOIS-GRENIER
GRANDE Quiet day except for occasional enemy’s artillery firing and some sniping.
FLAMENGRIE
FARM 30 CASUALTIES
1% MILES October 1 killed and 4 wounded.
SOUTHEAST OF 1914
BOIS-GRENIER
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GRANDE Quiet day. 2nd Lieutenants DAVIES joined Battalion and posted to ‘D’

FLAMENGRIE 31 Company.
FARM
1% MILES October
SOUTHEAST OF 1914
BOIS-GRENIER

War diary entries for 1°* Battalion East Kent Regiment for November 1914.

Transcription of November 11th entry:

“Very heavily shelled throughout the day & night from 8am to 10pm 1 man killed, and 5 men
wounded”

The only action | can see where soldiers were injured in on the 11™" November 1914,

His record shows he was listed as wounded, the report date was 30" November but it may have
taken a few days for it to filter through or it may be just the way the reporting works.

They had been in the same trenches for four weeks and six days and were relieved and sent back to
billets on 24" November.

| cannot yet find what George’s injury was or where he was taken, or for how long he may or may
not have been in hospital for, it seems that generally soldiers were hospitalised for a few days and
then sent back to re-join their battalion.
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NOVEMBER

The Buffs had moved on 3rd November to the entrenchments at Grande Flamengrie Farm in stark
snow-laden winter conditions. Earlier, during October (18th and 20th, in particular), 1st Battalion the
Buffs had suffered significant losses at Radinghem and desperately needed drafts of new men as they
moved into the Bois-Grenier sector. The 1st Battalion, The Buffs took part in a violent and costly battle.
Thereafter, trench warfare became the norm.

Between the 11™ and the 21° of November, the Battalion was strengthened by reinforcements and
continued in the trenches until they were relieved by 1st King's Shropshire Light Infantry after 4
weeks and six days in them. They then went into divisional reserve (billets) at Fleurbaix possibly Rue
De L’ Estree; spelt Rue De Lettree in the war diaries, but after asking on a Great War Forum, | was
advised it was actually Rue De L’ Estree, which makes sense as it’s in the area.

30" November they were relieved by the York & Leicester’s and went Brigade Reserve at Gris Pot
just north of Bois Grenier (Billets).

Looking out from the top of Grande Flamengrie Farm over the British Trenches & Iron Works
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Trench Map of the Grand Flamengrie Farm and Bois Grenier area British in Blue & German in Red
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The sketch below shows the Battalions in the trenches 30" November 1914

The trenches occupied by the Kings (Shropshire Light Infantry) are the trenches the 1t Battalion The
Buffs occupied previously for four weeks six days at Grand Flamengrie Farm.
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The sketch below shows the Battalions in the trenches 31 Dec 1914

when the 1% Buffs were again in Rue De L’ Estree

31st December 1914
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Ruins of Grand Flamengrie Farm
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General Map of the area showing the key points mentioned.

é

&

RADINGHEM,
SCALE.
s & % m

RADINGHEM

Map of the area showing the positions of Bois Grenier, Grand Flamengrie Farm, Radinghem
and Chateau de Flandres.
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DECEMBER
Relieved 1st King's Shropshire Light Infantry (9th), relieved by 1st King's Shropshire Light Infantry
(26th).

December 1914 is poorly recorded in the Battalion War Diary. Thankfully, the 16th Infantry Brigade
HQ War Diary is more revealing:

Note: what is called Rue De Lettree in the diaries is Rue De L’Estree on modern maps.
1st: RUE DE LETTREE: Situation unchanged

2nd: H.M. King visited Divisional H.Q. The Leicestershire Regiment, 2 Companies Buffs, and 8 men
and 1 officer from K.S.L.l., and Y&L (from the trenches) were drawn up to the roadside and H.M.
inspected them. The Brigadier General and members of his staff had the honour of an introduction.

3rd: Two companies of the Artists Rifles were brought into the line for the night. One Company was
in reserve and the other in the firing line. This plan was continued for the following three nights. On
the 5th night the whole battalion came up and took position in part of the line occupied by K.S.L.1.
The idea of this was to give the battalion experience. During the operations one man was very
slightly wounded.

During the night, water appeared in the dikes leading through the right company of the Y&L and
caused some flooding of trenches. This is being dealt with by dams and bridges.

5th: Some heavy rain. Many “dug outs” fell in and there was a certain amount of land slipping in the
trenches.

7th: 3 officer and 35 men Buffs re-enforcements arrived. (The Rt Hon Winston Churchill arrived and
was taken round the trenches by the Brigadier General.)

9th: The K.S.L.l. were relieved in the trenches by the Buffs and went into Divisional Reserve.
Leicester’s moved into Brigade Reserve. One officer and 20 men re-enforcements arrived for the
Buffs.

11th: The Leicester’s went into the trenches on left of the Buffs, relieving the West Yorks (18th Inf.
Brigade). The line of the 16th I.B. is thus extended to the railway line at RUE DU BOIS. The relief was
timed to take place at 7p.m. but at 5p.m. the 18th I.B. wired to say that West Yorks reported that
their trenches on left of their line had been flooded by the enemy. The Leicester’s went down as
arranged in pouring rain and inky darkness and occupied the line. New trenches were dug behind
those which had been flooded out.

13th: In compliance with instructions received from the Division, the enemy’s barbed wire and
trenches were bombarded for a short time and heavy sniping took place at intervals. This was in
connection with operations being carried on to the North.

14th: Same procedure as yesterday. Leicester’s claim to have killed 3 Germans. These were seen
running across the open, possibly as result of their trenches being flooded.

15th: Captain Wilfred Saxby Barham joined the 1°* Battalion East Kent (The Buffs)

18th: French pressed attacks about ARRAS. The 7th Division on our right attacked German trenches.
The Brigade kept Germans occupied by maintaining constant rifle fire against their line.

19th: Same procedure as yesterday. Some heavy rain. This has caused many land slips in the
trenches and increased our troubles with water, which are being coped with as well as possible.
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21st: Some experiments were made by R.F.A. with view of breaking down enemy’s wire
entanglements by shrapnel. No apparent result. More rain.

23rd: Y&L relieved K.S.K.I. in trenches. Some sleet and rain.

24th: Germans appeared to be very jovial in their trenches. Two came over to our lines and were
made prisoners. They belonged to the 179th Regiment of XIX Saxon Corps. Several bombs were
thrown in Y&L Lines.

25th: Christmas celebrated as far as practicable. The receipt of the Xmas card from the King and
Queen gave great pleasure to the troops.

According to Captain Bahram’s diary although there were some quiet times on Christmas night in
their trenches there were no meetings between the two sides just carols and banter. The day was
frosty and foggy. One British soldier did make a move towards the German trenches but was shot by
them and a soldier that went to recover his body from no man’s land was also shot.

26th: The K.S.L.I. relieved the Buffs in the trenches. At about midnight a report was received
(through a deserter who came into 8th Division) that a general attack was expected all along the
line. All necessary measures were taken but nothing happened.

28th: Very heavy rain during night.

29th: Trenches are in a bad way as result of rain and flooding of trenches. In many places (on the
right of line especially) men are standing in water. AlImost every communication trench is impassable
from mud and slush.

30th: The water troubles on right of line are serious and 3 platoons evacuated the line for the night
to rest in the “Water Farm” just behind the line.

31st: Brigadier General Injoinville-Williams left at 4 a.m. for a short leave in England. Colonel Hasler
of the Buffs assumed temporary command of the Brigade. Some rain.

/3 . TN X -
Grand Flamengrie Trenches during winter 1914 - 15
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Remains found in the Chateau Du Flandres area (Daily Mail 2010)

Today it is hauntingly quiet in Beaucamps-Ligny. But back then the air was filled with the rattle of
machine guns and the screams of the dying.

This is where the remains of Private John Brameld and his York and Lancaster Regiment comrades
have been uncovered.

Guy Behorel, 60, a lifelong village resident, was here when the bodies were found during building
work. And he tells me how the legend of the Tommies’ bravery has been passed down through five
generations.

“They were terrified, sheltering in a cave because houses were being shelled”. There was a horrific
battle for the Chateau de Flandres on October 18, 1914.

“What happened to the British men was appalling. They were trapped and couldn’t escape the
German bombardment. They buried the dead on the spot. During the excavation, they found horse
remains as well. They paid these men no respect”.

“This village was occupied by the Germans for the four years of the war. We have always known
these men would be buried somewhere near here, but we never knew the exact place. We are all
extremely happy they will have a dignified burial at last. They tried to save our village.”

Private Brameld, a 30-year-old steel worker and father of two from Sheffield, is one of 10 British
soldiers identified following the mass grave’s discovery in 2010.

Every year around 60 bodies of First World War soldiers are unearthed across the countryside of the
Western Front, which runs through Belgium and northern France. Most happen by accident during
building work.

In Beaucamps, a digger driver who was making a hole for sewage works for council housing struck a
skull. Local police were alerted, and they in turn contacted the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission.

Over the following days tons of earth were dug up to reveal ammunition, scraps of webbing,
regimental buttons, and the human remains.

One skeleton was found clasping a water bottle with a pipe close to the other hand. Coins, clasp
knives and toothbrushes were also found.

This is the first-time soldiers have been successfully matched with their families by DNA testing.
Private Brameld was an Army reservist mobilised like thousands of others when Britain declared war
on Germany on August 4, 1914.

He was part of the British Expeditionary Force — the men called up in the first few months who
tracked the advancing Germans as they moved west. After embarking for the port of St Nazaire in
September, they were caught up in the March to the Sea when British forces stopped the capture of
key French ports.

Marching alongside The Buffs — the Royal East Kent Regiment — the York and Lancaster infantry
captured Radinghem, a mile away without much opposition.

They advanced across a small plateau, 300 yards wide, towards the woods where the Chateau de
Flandres used to stand. There they came under a heavy crossfire of machine guns and shrapnel,
suffering terrible casualties.
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An Artillery shell lies at the opening of a bunker near Beaucamps-Ligny, France. Fifteen British WWI
soldiers were re-buried at nearby Y Farm Commonwealth cemetery in Bois-Grenier, France on Oct

22, 2014, nearly a century after they died in battle.

The soldiers, who served with the 2nd Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment, who were fighting
alongside “The Buffs” East Kent Regiment. were discovered in a 2010 in Beaucamps-Ligny and

identified through a variety of means, including DNA.

German dead waiting to be buried in the village of Beaucamps-Ligny
where they died in a battle with the British for the Chateau Flandres.
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Newspaper reports of L/7824 Pte George Brown

The Times Newspaper 14th January 1915

Although it says C. Brown it is G. Brown the Service number and Regiment are correct and | have
taken this up with the source but as they just transcribe from the originals and it was originally
written as C not G there is little | can do, but it has been acknowledged.

The Times Newspaper — 7th July 1915

The Times Newspaper reports his death.
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January to May 1915

January 1915:
1%t Rue De Lettree In billets
2nd — 8t Battalion went into Divisional Reserve, the war diary says Blanchisserie La Haie.

“One of the most important sanitary considerations was the supervision of the divisional baths and
laundry and disinfesting plant established at Pont, de Nieppe in a disused bleach works on the banks
of the Lys facing Armentieres and just north of the bridge. For the use of the bleach works the British
Army paid a rental, and the plant was very suitable for the purposes both of baths and laundry: the
huge vats used pre-war for bleaching linen yarn with Eau de Javel, (Bleach) the substantial hydraulic
presses and the copious supply of hot water from the large boilers were appliances adequate to all
purposes. The Pont de Nieppe baths were well known on the English front as the first large
institution of the kind to be established—by the 6th Division who were quartered in Armentieres in
the winter of 1914-1915. The large vats made surprising tubs for the men to bathe in; the hydro-
extractors, rotary driers, the hydraulic presses and the extensive drying rooms, all used in the linen
industry, were quite suited to the purposes of a laundry, so that several of these "blanchisseries"
became operable as laundries at various points on the Lys in 1915.

The rest of January was spent between the trenches in Rue Du Bois and New Hospital Armentieres,
| have yet to find where that was. They were relieved by the 1% Leicestershire regiment (swapping
between the two).

February 1915:
February was much like January rotating between Armentieres in billets when relieved by the 1
Leicestershire Regiment and Ru Du Bois in the trenches.

During the Great War Armentieres was an important town in the British lines in Artois: a main route
to and from the trenches where units were billeted, a depot for support and Lines of
Communication troops, Divisional headquarters for the neighbouring sectors, the site of many
artillery gun sites and a forward rail head for this part of the front.

March 1915:

As February Rotating with the 1 Leicestershire Regiment between Armentieres billets and the
trenches at Rue Du Bois, with the exception of March 14 as below.

Armentieres sector. Part of 16th Brigade, 6th Division. Moved by train to Vlamertinge in support of
27th Division 14th March but returned to Armentieres next day.

24™ March Lt W.F.Taylor joined the regiment (Lt Taylor was killed along with George Brown in the
same shelling incident in June 1915)

April 1915:

April again was spent between Armentieres and Rue Du Bois, several incidents and exchanges were
taking place with the enemy and casualties sustained. More men were being trained and joining the
Battalion to strengthen it after many losses.

The general pattern seems to be Six days in e trenches then Six days in Billets give or take a day or
two. No major battles but continuous periods of shelling, mortar fire and heavy rifle fire.
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May 1915:

As April, one notable difference was the training in using flannels and goggles as respirators due to
the Germans use of gas N.E of Ypres, as yet not used in the Armentieres area.

Continued exchanges between the British and the Germans, some deaths and injuries.

The usual rotations between Armentieres and Rue Du Bois with the Leicester Regiment up until May
30" when the 15t Buffs were relieved (according to the war diary) by 1t Battalion Argyll &
Sutherland Highlanders (91 Regiment)

Overnight 30" — 31t May the 1% Battalion East Kent Regiment marched to billets in Bailleul arriving
at 4am

31°t May the 16™ Infantry Brigade were inspected by the Prime Minister Mr H. H. Asquith after which
they billeted in Bailleul 315 - 1°* June.

June 1915:
1%t June at 5am in the morning they marched to Wittenhoek about a mile north of Westouter, 4
miles south of Poperinge and bivouacked (made camp).

2" June The 2" Battalion East Kent Regiment (Great Step Grandad Coveney was in this battalion
although he wasn’t Great Step Grandad at the time) marched from Poperinge to Wittenhoek to pay
a visit to the 1°* Battalion. They had not met up since 1904.

3™ June the Battalion marched to billets, some huts, North East of Vlamertinge.

The area was shelled heavily for two days, the rest is documented elsewhere in this document.

~ARMENTIERES — Pont de Nieppe

Lib. H. Havet, 15, ruejde Lilte

One of the bridges over the river Lys joining Armentieres and Nieppe
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Ist Buffs at Armentiéres Church.

L -

Picture taken from Captain Wilfred Barham’s war diary of the 1% Battalion East Kent Regiment “The
Buffs” outside Armentieres Church. Thought to have been taken in April 1915.

The square was one of the main routes through the town, and all troops in this sector knew it as
"Eleven o’clock square" as the original of the clock tower was struck by a shell in 1914 and
thereafter the hands stuck on eleven o’clock. Note the clock on the picture above.

Armentieres was badly damaged by years of shelling, and all but levelled by German guns during the
Lys battle in April 1918. It was rebuilt in the 1920s

Final Correspondence Home.

| have recently found what can only be described as an absolute Gem. While searching through
some old postcards and photographs that have been passed down from Grandparents and have

finally reached me, | found what | believe to be the last postcard my Grandad received from his
father Pte George Brown.

It was written on May 10%" 1915 and was posted on May 11 the cancellation mark suggests it was in
a French Field Post Office and Censor stamped. By the postmark is the name Taylor, | believe this to

be the officer who would have censored it, he was a Lieutenant who coincidentally was killed at the
same time as Pte George Brown.

On the next page are both the front and rear of the card and a transcript of its contents.
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The front of the postcard is a picture of the sinking titanic and lifeboats surrounding it.
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It says:

Dear Son | now sit down to write you a few lines hopen they will find you in the best of health as it
leaves me the same at present and | thank you for the pages you sent me so | must close this with
best of love to you from your ever loven father xxxx for you son.
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Where the card was written

Further research on where the postcard was written shows that according to the war diary for that
day George Brown was away from the front line as shown below on the extract for that period.

As above between May 7" and May 14" the 1° Buffs had been relieved from the trenches by the
Leicester’s but were in the Rue Du Bois area. Looking at the trench map there were many trenches
in a network behind the line which is possibly where they were holed up. But their billets were in
Armentieres and up to present | have not been able to nail down exactly where in Armentieres they
were.

There was quite a network roughly in the area of the light-coloured field in the aerial picture on the
right which corresponds with the trench map on the left.

Page 39 of 68




Sketch scanned from Captain Wilfrid Barham’s Diary.

D_ StrneanJpencles - - B Allen’s Dug-out (The House).
Savman Ko C Telephone.
= D The Bondookery.
¥ E Birrell’s Dug-out.
F Com. Trench to Second Line.
120y ds G Upper Brook Street.
H Lower Brook Street,
| Saps.
J Machine Guns.
P P P P ¢ K The Pantiles.
J v L No. 9—3 and 4 Sections.
Ve * M ,, —1 and 2 Sections.
% N The Estaminet (with Cellar
below.)
O Ruined House.
P Trees.
» @ Second Line.
R Pump. .
S Second Line Barrier,
T First Line Barrier.
U Communication Trench.
V The Rendezvous.
W Second Line.
X Rotten Row,
Y The Dug-out in which I was hit.
Z Approximately whereshell burst,
@ The three shells which burst
Q° near me.

o == Self.

s o sl __‘

%anq&w K A Friend's Dug-out.
L

s

Hedge.

1/.4-&“ 38

To face page 71

Trench sketch by Wilfrid of the sector held mid-February at Rue de Bois, Armentieres. Wilfyid’s position is just lefi centre at the “L”,
where 3 shells have been marked as bursting near him.

AAVIGTT

Captain Wilfrid Saxby Bahram’s sketch on the Rue Du Bois area above.
Below on the left is the same place on the trench map.
Below right is an aerial shot of the same place in modern times.

Wilfrid Barham’s diary is available to purchase from info@holepark.com for £20
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Photographs taken by Steve Monk on 30th September 2022

L

These two photos were taken from the position of the red star on the maps on the previous page,
looking on to the field where the trenches were in 1914 — 15 and where Pte George Brown would
have spent some time.
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Where George Brown was killed.

The approximate area where he was killed in Action on 7" June 1915.

British Army map reference H.5.a.2.9 as found on the Concentration of Graves Exhumation and Re-
Burials return. This is where his body was buried by his comrades, the grave marked and later
exhumed and buried in Perth Cemetery (China Wall). He and his colleagues are buried side by side as
they fell.

At the time according to the official War Diaries his Battalion had just moved into Belgium after
several months fighting in France (See War Travels). They were resting up in huts in this area and
were bombarded for three hours by German shells.

He along with 10 others were killed.

#  Vienne)/,Patrick
y
. BRIELEN

Beauty Salon @
Desimpel / Ann'

o\
e
La\en®
Biie

The location of this spot today (As photograph) is just off the main road in Brielen between
Brielenstraat and Adriaansensweg roads.
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Military Evidence

CONCENTRATION OF GRAVES.
(EXHUMATION AND RE-BURIALS).
i BURIAL RETURN.
3 luu: OF CEMETERY OF RE-BURIAL. !lmm H&& —-1. m-imsm.

PN S S

""“‘“”"ynav.‘#’.a‘}’ found

.

i

L

|

re dered in duplicate, anaoomrmnmdhmmimeﬁmm&cohh«mﬁwﬁAme

St M B e e S Lo

a

Concentration of Graves shows the plot number of the grave Plot 3, Row A, Grave 12, the next
column shows where the body was originally found on the Army map Sheet 28 H.5.a.2.9

Official war diary entry for East Kent Regiment (The Buffs) 1% Battalion June 7t" 1915 is marked with
a yellow line. Killed along with Lieutenant Taylor who is buried next to him in the cemetery.

The entry says, “The huts were heavily shelled for three hours Lieut Taylor + 10 men killed, 3

wounded” .
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Military Evidence

TdP.RIAL Wal GRAVLS COLLiISSION
Noe Of Contractessssecsss.datedecens

Neme and address of firm.
COMPRSHENSIVE RIPORT (A) OF HiADSYIONE INSCRIPTIONS
8080000000 0,000 00q0000rs0e

to this report is attached
COLPRUEENSIVE REPORT (B) HEADS.ONL TEITS

ssscssavsssssascascess (thogse headstones to be inscribed with texts are underlined)

and
TRO STANDARD LAYOUTS (the lay-ul® to be used

SCHEWULE "A"
NAXE OF CEMETERY

PAGE 25

PERTH CEM.CHINA \JALL "“B"

To be stencilled at foot
of headstone below ground levol
abbreviated thusie=

PTH.C.CH.WL.
ane quoted on the badge designa)
B | B J
1 entre
kA 1st 1ine 2nd 1ine | 3rd 1ine ! 4th 1ine | ot ‘ e
Layout, I i : Stone | neadstones
No. l ; f | below ground
! o ! I devels
Number and Rank Initials, NAME and =  Rogiment iDate of Death . Age (Religs iPlot Pi No,
Honours « | N Fxb. Row  R{ of
In any instance whdre the |Grave GI Stane
’ entry "HOLL" appears in { '
Col.6. the Age will be z
i ! onitted from the Beadstonei !
: ;and the Date of Death i ' ¢
s S _+_c§ntrﬁd laterally. } $ |
(1) (2) (2) (4) | (& feh ) Ve ey ENLO)
) . ¥ ]
{ i
1186/2B.| 70672 A/BOMBARDIER| J. ___PAGET ROYAL PIGLD ARTILLIRY |13TH HAY 1915 _ @ AGE 21, CROSS i3 A 3lveel
i3 i . 1
1030/2E /' 200710 PRIVATE J.A. ___ PENDLEBURY| LANCASHIRY FUSILIRS  |6TH JUNE 1917 | AGE 22' CROSS | 3 A 4!'se2
e —_ e s L ; i
1078/1A 74/111118 DRIVER GaGo WALLOND ROYAL ARUY SERVICE CORPS}6TH JUNE 1917 ; AGE 27: CROSS i 3 A 5I'863
1047/1A 6642 RIFLENAN Fo CHAPILAN THE RIFLE BRIGADZ 25TH APRIL 1916 : NONE ’ CROSS : 3 A 6i'864
: i H
1028/1A | S/8074 PRIVATD S DAY ROYAL ST KBNT REGIEINE j25TH HAY 1015 | NONE | CKOSS "5 A 7{l8es
1
- i
1027/1A .| S/8453 LANCE CPL,| T. WHITE EJKINT REGT.(THE BUFFS){7TH JUFE 1915 ; NONE ; CROSS | 3 A 8 !'s66
1186/2A | 43742 OQUNNER G TIIGG ROYAL FIZID ARTILLIRY lBQTH APRIL 19156 | NONE i CROSS 3 A 9 '90'7
11686/24 656182 DRIVER GeS. RINTOUL ROYAL FISLD ARTILLERY |BTH JUKE 1917 I NOKZ ‘: CROSS 3 A1C I'E‘.r,a
¢ | |
1027/18 | 1/8936 LANGE CPL,| R.E.. BROOK Z.XINT REGL.(THD BUFI'S)!7TH JUNE 1015 | AGE 22, CROSS | 3 A 11 ;/B6e
|
1027/1A | 1L/7824 PRIVATE Ge BROWN AKENT REGT.(THS BUFFS)|7TH JUNE 1915 i NONE ’ CROSS 3 A 12.'870
\ : |
1027/1E LICUTENANT | WaFe TAYLOR Z.KENT RZGT.(THE BUFFS)|7TH JUNE 1915 ' AGE 23 : CROSS | 3 A 13 /871
i | 7%
102'7/1‘ 8/10278 LANCE CPL, | S.W. PERREH BE.KENT REGT.(TH: 3WFS)|7TH JUNE 1915 i NONE | CROSS | 3 A 14 '/872
1
1202/1A | 40530 GUNWER QOMES CANADIAN FIELD ARTELM26TH APRIL 1915  NONE ' CcROSS | 3 A 15 |eve
1186/24 .| 77127 ". DRIVER BUTTLE ROYAL FIZLD ARTILLUIRY |8TH MAY 1915 l NONE 5 crROSS | 3 A 16 /872
1186/24 . 9565 GUNNER WILKII ROYAL FIZLD ARTILLURY 8TH MAY 1915 | NONE l CROSS o 17) 75
Proof Checkedesssssasseasscns ] !
Final Check NOelaesessss seacen | '
Cofice copy preparcd..iéfie... i |
Final Check NOe2esssovesascans i |
i
| ! |
| | | f

Imperial War graves Commission Headstone Instruction.
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Military Evidence

Graves Registration Form
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Military Evidence

4

Effects—Form 118A,

WAR OFFICE,
Park BuiLpings,
St. JamES's PARK,
LONDON, S.W.,

i Fa“’l")fm’ 1915 .

/1 + (Accounts 4.)

Will you please note that any articles of personal property
now in your possession belonging to the late 5&, T8N+ ?Dh,\,_,_q,!i

%MMZ,’ ) Nowson, | % e\n. & ag L éﬁ%lf*?eﬁ)«%

should be despatched to :—
.Q"Q/W-x ”5)2'9/** A \:/., : eg,
o : Q‘y(_,-_wh Ae N— ‘

~
{

Chas ,;Aw" e i

Any medals granted to the deceased that are nmow in your N

possession or that may hereafter reach you should be forwarded to:—

Assistant Financial Secretary.  «

WJ‘ y 7 ‘ " ' ' 5 é‘ /e bdrar
191()915/?77—]7// //ﬁvﬁvml L&?/J’?w 760 e y | | s \/‘ Lot elit

AR ] =]
o] q/ p( A MWL 51145, WAl
i I
‘\
|

BAAenk | Kl {19 1 |
e ) : VA AN | | bt ol | 5 |- |
Eahye 3 1 ‘ ‘ [
iR | ‘ | ‘
6 Wivin | ‘ 1 ;
\

Send belongings to — Address is Great Gran Brown his wife at Lambsland Cottages Rolvenden Lane.
Below that is the financial war settlement of Five pounds, one shilling and Sixpence.
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Military Evidence

REGIMENT OR CORPS.
ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Victory Medal s W\ Mo Orders of 1919,
[E—
.

On L1118 o7 o Lecoming

Usit previondly sorces
¥ d R
on entry ioko theatre of war

Regiment or Corps when Decoration was earned.

under Army Order 3 r

ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Decoration

= i , : N faver
‘ 1 Rl 745 ol 32l

K

43+

227
Bl
BTt 7

detailed aboy

cording to the Qljeigl Records the individuals named in this ROLL are entitled tgffie Decoration as
agcording o the Qljgial Record ud ned i th e enti oration a

T it s

ursloy

Official entry in the logbook showing entitlement for the 1914 Star
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T — ——TEETN
Name 2 Regimental No. ’ 2

~ Regiment; N __Rank _Mg «D—E—A—D i

Date of notification

Form 104-88 received =ifs = of dankh } Form 104-76 rec 1\1&’ S )dw
Date and cause of death 7 _ b 14 Ic Ef@ A O el on B s B
Widow_ | g A0 : Date of birth__ 7 & . S‘- S
children:— fa gt Vi &S rlkf",c 3 DQ I@fﬁ\zlm dao [/J wd”
Name i)at; of birth Date of expiry Remarks e

,J,amLﬁun%‘ WA G oIt E S S D) Sl e S i 'sg :
J 22 g S Gl 1) VO Fi4. Q. J5-

i, [
i e e S DR

' piched for Nove:

Pension Q 0/ 6 a week from ﬂ‘ 7 ] [5) IS/
.

Date awarded L6 e enslS T ety "

Papers reason l

W 13047 -617 20,000 3/15 H W V(D) G. 15/251

Pensions for war-widows

Women who lost their husbands in the First World War were granted the first State-funded, non-
contributory pension (meaning that they did not have to pay a contribution towards it). They also
received a dependents’ allowance for any children under 16. Charities such as The Soldiers’ and
Sailors’ Families Association and The British Legion provided some families with additional support.

It appears that Kate Brown received 20/6 or in today’s money £1.2%2p per week for the three
children and herself.

— - I . _ ——— _ ———y

CoveENEY Thnecas 2bpsed!
e, SOI/0&

F foricp Foacced by JOLr
Areas, jotects, ¥ , %7 M}f:
' ) e lecveceeo ltcaee

Sicdler ff: 2 I PSS G, h febofiech 7

/SRownN Cropse
S > FR K«
Can’t quite make out what this is about, but it refers to George Browns children and Kate’s War

widows’ pension after she had married Thomas Alfred Coveney in 1922. The date on the back says
27™ April 1923.
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AWARDED TO

Private. £/7824
G Brown
Buffs (East Kent Regiment)

Name, Carps Rank Regtl, No.

a-f\/ﬁiwf_’ ,@ —— jf{fu A/f\/,&aL—JL
_ BRown L = -

Medal Roll. age Remarks.

Vicrony é///é’! A, /.. "/70 el b 55 © b i
SR e / A e ol
.BRITisH Te

AN %/1/3 &

A N < ;

Theatre of War first served in

Date of entry therein s

K. 1280,

L/7824 Pte George Browns Official Medal Card
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Extracted from Captain Wilfrid Saxby Barham’s War Diary.

Monday 7th. It is awfully hot again; we paraded in shirt sleeves. I have to sit outside to
avoid melting altogether. We got through our tea before the evening “hate”, but it came
soon after 6:00. They sent over about 30 shells; the artillery said they were 87, mostly
too far to the right but one went into a shelter trench and killed 11 and wounded two,

What appears to be slightly misfortunate shelling in which Pte George Brown was killed.

JUNE

including Taylor. ‘
[The 11 members of the Battalion who were killed by the shell landing on their trench were

almost certainly

Lt William Frederick Taylor aged 23, son of William Marion Taylor of “Harrow"
Cowes, Isle of Wight

L8163 Pte A Mantle

L8163 L/Cpl James George Fuller
L8936 L/Cpl Robert Edward Brook
L7824 Pte G Brown

S$9160 Pte James Burke

S$244 Pte | Gowler

5903 Pte W Hills

8$10278 L/Cpl SW Perrem

S§8453 L/Cpl T White

S108 Pte John Hughes

All were privately buried by the regiment in a plot that Wilfrid returned to see on 6th October,
Jour months later. After the war their graves were moved to Perth Cemetery (China Wall)
where they remain, united as they fell with the exception of Fuller and Hughes whose graves
were lost and are remembered with more than 54,000 others with no known grave on the
Menin Gate, Ypres, and Mantle who is buried nearby in White House Cemetery, St Jean-

Les Ypres.]

As soon as they stopped, my platoon paraded to dig behind the firing line. We went
right past the orchard where the shells had been falling. You never saw such holes, 10ft
deep and the same across. More shells came along and some of the men got into the
ditch but I cursed them roundly that that would not do when they were not even
shelling us. With several pauses for shelling, we went through the north part of Ypres;
it was very badly knocked about. A guide took us forward and we dug a communication
trench from the 2nd to the Ist line. It was fairly quiet where we were, except for one
rattle of machine guns when we all lay down. In the hurry to get away I had left my
water bottle behind. I had some dried figs which made a sort of meal.

October 6™ entry when Captain Barham returned to their graves in Brielen.

» 7 . After tea we went to find the graves of the 11 men
who were killed when we were shelled in the huts when first here. [See entry for 7th
June]. We found them but they can do with a little tidying up.
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PERTH CEMETERY (CHINA WALL).

George Browns Grave is in Plot Il Row A Grave 12 (Marked on this map with a red dot) l
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In Memory of

Private

G Brown

L/7824, 1st Bn., The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) who died on 07 June 1915

Remembered with Honour
Perth Cemetery (China Wall)

AL

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Commemorative Memorial issued by Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Commemorative plaque in Rolvenden Church (Up by the Altar left hand side)
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George Brown WW1 Travels

L/7824 Private George Brown

1%t Battalion — 16" Infantry Brigade — 6" Division — Ill Corps

30t July 1914 Mobilisation begun

8™ Sept 1914 Sailed from Southampton on SS Minneapolis

9t Sept 1914 Disembarked St Nazaire

9t Sept 1914 Marched to Rest Camp at Grand Marais

11" Sept 1914 Train to Montcerf via Angers — Tours — Vendome

12t Sept 1914 Marched to Billets at Maison Celles Nr Crecy La Chapelle billeted at Chateau Rouge.
13™ Sept 1914 Jouarre

14" Sept 1914 Marched to Citry and billeted.

15" Sept 1914 Marched via Chateau Thierry to Rocourt

16" Sept 1914 Marched to and billeted at Rozieres

17" Sept 1914 Marched to and bivi’d in woods west of Mesmin

19' Sept 1914 Marched to Billets at Mont Notre Dame

20 Sept 1914 (Afternoon) Marched to Courcelles

20%™ Sept 1914 (Night) Marched to English position North of Vailly

13* Oct 1914 Marched to Bazoches — Fismes

13" Oct 1914 Train to Cassel via Paris, Amiens, E’taples. Arrived at 12:15am 15 Oct
15" Oct 1914 Marched to Outtersteene

15 Oct 1914 to May 1915 Actions in and around Armentieres area.

Oct - Nov 1914 wounded around the area of Grande Flamengrie Farm

31°* May 1915 Marched to Bailleul to billets.

Visited by Prime Minister Asquith on 315 May.

15t June 1915 Marched to Wittehoek 4 miles south of Poperinge

3™ June 1915 Marched to billets, some huts north east of Vlamertinge.

6™ June 1915 the huts were heavily shelled with shrapnel but no casualties

7™ June 1915 the huts were heavily shelled for three hours. Private George Brown was killed along
with 10 others.

(The above dates & notes are taken from the official East Kent Regiment 1% Battalion diary)
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13t Sept 1914 Marched to Jouarre

14 Sept 1914 Marched to Citry and billeted.

20t Sept 1914 (Night) Marched to English position North of Vailly-Sur-Aisne.
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15 Sept 1914 Marched via Chateau Thierry to Rocourt, shelter in cowsheds with Belgian refugees
16 Sept 1914 Marched to and billeted at Rozieres in a desolate farm with refugees

17t Sept 1914 Marched to and bivi’d in wood (made huts) west of Mesmin
19'" Sept 1914 Marched to Billets at Mont Notre Dame

20t Sept 1914 (Afternoon) Marched to Courcelles

Maps of George Browns WW1 Travels
30t July 1914 Mobilisation begun

8t Sept 1914 Sailed from Southampton on SS Minneapolis
9th Sept 1914 Disembarked St Nazaire

9t Sept 1914 Marched to Rest Camp at Grand Marais

11t Sept 1914 Train to Montcerf, via Angers — Tours — Vendome

:::::

12t Sept 1914 Marched to Billets at Maison Celles Nr Crecy La Chapelle billeted at Chateau Rouge

Crécy-la-ChapeIle§ o®

VERTUS
Montmirail
Coulommiers
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The period from 20" September through to 13" October was spent in the Vailly-Sur-Aisne area.
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13" Oct 1914 Marched to Bazoches — Fismes

13™ Oct 1914 Train to Cassel via Paris, Amiens, E’taples. Arrived at 12:15am 15" Oct

15 Oct 1914 Marched to Outtersteene

15 Oct 1914 to May 1915 Actions in and around Armentieres France

Oct - Nov 1914 listed as wounded around the area of Grande Flamengrie Farm in the area of Bois
Grenier south of Armentieres France. Actions around Armentieres area until the end of May 1915.
10t May 1915 Wrote what turned out to be his final card to his Son Tom.

31 May 1915 Visited by Prime Minister Asquith.
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31" May 1915 Marched to Bailleul to billets.

1% June 1915 Marched to Wittenhoek (Westouter) or Wippenhoek 4 miles south of Poperinge
3" June 1915 Marched to billets, some huts north east of Vlamertinge.

6" June 1915 the huts were heavily shelled but no casualties

7t June 1915 the huts were heavily shelled for three hours.

1t Battalion East Kent Regiment in Ypres area 1915

Page 59 of 68




A Shell Hole near Brielen May 1915 (Above)
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George Brown & Kate Bryant Marriage Banns above. Registration below.
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George Brown & Kate Bryant Marriage Certificate
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Certified Copy of George Browns Death Registration
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Appendix 1: My Mothers original enquiries.

My Mother (Olive Monk, Nee Brown) original correspondence or more accurately the replies she
received after her initial enquiries are below along with the details of a poppy that | (Steve Monk)
purchased and had displayed in Ashford for the 100™" Anniversary of the end of World War 1 in his
honour.

Her initial line of enquiry was with the CWGC on 1° July 1997.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

2 MARLOW ROAD MAIDENHEAD BERKS SL6 7DX
Telephone 01628 34221 Telex 847526 Comgra G Facsimile 01628 771208
www.open.gov.uk/cwge/cwgchome. htm

| MR - f

Mrs O Monk
10 Sparkeswood Close
Rowenden
Kent IG 797
TN17 4NA
7 July 1997
Dear Mrs Monk
Thank you for your letter of 1 July 1997.
Further to your enquiry we record the following:
Casualty: Private G BROWN, 1./7824
Served With: 1st Bn. The Buffs (East Kent Regiment)
Died: 7th June 1915
Commemorated: PERTH CEMETERY (CHINA WALL)
Belgium

Plot ITI. Row A. Grave 12.
\/J PLED
Perth Cemetery (China Wall) is located 3 Km east of Ieper town centre, onthe  Heycn. .
Maaldestedestraat a road leading from the Meenseweg (N8), connecting Ieper to Menen.From
Ieper town centre the Meenseweg is located via Torhoutstraat and right onto Basculestraat.
Basculestraat ends at a main cross roads, directly over which begins the Meenseweg.1.7 Km
along the Meenseweg at a major roundabout lies the right hand turning onto the
Maaldestedestraat. The cemetery itself is located 1 Km along the Maaldestedestraat on the
left hand side of the road.

I must explain that the Commission does not provide a general photographic service.
However, as it is sometimes not possible for an individual to obtain a photograph of a name
on a memorial or a headstone through their own resources, the Commission is prepared to
undertake to carry out this task for you.

In such circumstances we ask a member of our supervisory staff to take a photograph when
visiting the cemetery. You should be aware, however, that the next visit may not be for many
months. I must also point out that the photograph will not be of professional quality and, of
course there may be poor weather or light conditions when it is taken.

Bearing in mind the above, if you are unable to obtain a photograph through any other means
and wish us to attempt to obtain one, please complete and return the top copy of the enclosed
form. You will note that we will require a payment of £5.00 upon receipt of the photograph;

this payment is intended to cover all charges, including staff costs, incurred in obtaining this

photograph.
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We do not record the circumstances or place of death of a casualty. I give below the address
of the Regimental Association for the regiment to which he belonged. I should point out that
they are unlikely to hold much information about an individual, but will probably know what
action his battalion was engaged in at the time of his death.

Regimental Headquarters

The Queen's Association of The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment
The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment

Howe Barracks

Canterbury

Kent CT1 1JY

I hope that the above information is useful.

Yours sincerely,

i;‘ =
S L S

J Griffiths (Mrs)

Enquiries Section

/) &<

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
WAR GRAVES PILGRIMAGES

Please quote: Royal British Legion Village
Aylesford
Dk Kent ME20 7NX
RECEIPT

Received from M*/l\/lrs/Wssu...i\)KO\m\& ........... the sum of E%Qﬂ;() ................
representing: (a) __DG‘V\Q——‘*\\Q\A\,QJVV\K\QW\\(%

(b)

(c)

(d)
in connection with Pilgrimageto ... S ke e period ... i e B
Date: \3\{\0\7 ,,,,, Signed: ...~ ) ‘;\t }\:

Ifeadpo ellignmoarglgz Dept

(The Royal British Legion is a Registered Charity No. 219279)

Page 64 of 68




We have to remember that back in 1997 the internet was not as widespread, popular, or indeed
affordable to many people and the content was a lot less than today.
Letter writing and phone calls if you had a landline were the main forms of communication.

Major (Retd) W D Marshall - Secretary The Regimental Association of The

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

THE PRINCESS OF WALES'S ROYAL REGIMENT
(QUEEN'S AND ROYAL HAMPSHIRES)

Howe Barracks Canterbury Kent CT1 1JY

Telephone: Military - Canterbury (728) 4252
i Civil - Canterbury (01227) 818052 Fax: Ext 4257

Your Reference

Mrs O J Monk
10 Sparkeswood Close Our Reference

Rolvenden RHQ/PWRR /702

Kent TN17 4NA ;
Date l
July 1997

Dear Mrs Monk

Thank you for your letter dated 12 July 1997 seeking information about your late
grandfather Private George Brown (L/7824) who was killed in action on 7 June 1915
while serving with the 1st Battalion The Buffs (Fast Kent Regiment). My work
at this Headquarters is mainly of a benevolence nature and we do not hold any
records of individual soldiers here. The enclosed is an extract copied from the
Regimental History which records the action his Battalion was involved in at around
the time of his death.

You may be able to obtain details of his service from the following:
Public Record Office

Ruskin Avenue
Kew

/
Richi d /’/ / ;
stirgnw) 4DU . /;x’ a}a e ! A.;£

Ape
d ﬁ“ B Mot

o

Encl.

Now as | type this in 2023, many official records and information are widely available both via official
websites and paid for research sites. Mum never had access to the vast array of information which |
now enjoy, which is one of the reasons | have continued what she started for future generations.
She never saw a photograph of her Grandads grave let alone visited and stood by it. | hope
somewhere, somehow, she knows | have completed her initial enquiry with enormous pride.
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THE CENTENARY OF THE END OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR

ASHFORD’S
POPPY TRIBUTE

BATTLE’S OVER: A NATION’S TRIBUTE
11 November 2018, North Park, Ashford

M
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ANATION’S TRIBUTE

11TH NOVEMBER 2018
100 YEARS OF REMEMBRANCE

Tribute to the Millions

Let us remember those who so selflessly gave their
lives at home and abroad, whose
sacrifice enables us to enjoy the
peace and freedom we have today.

Let us remember those who came home
wounded, physically and mentally, and
the friends and family who cared for them.

Let us remember those who returned to
restore their relationships and rebuild
their working lives after years of dreadful
conflict and turmoil.

Let us remember the families that lost
husbands, sons and sweethearts.

Let us remember the servicemen, merchant
seamen, miners, brave civilians and others from
Commonwealth and Allied countries -
who fought, suffered and died during
four years of war.

Let us remember those in reserved occupation

and the brave faeople who
i1

kept us safe on the home front - the
doctors and nurses who cared for the wounded,
the women and men who toiled in the
fields, those who worked in the factories,
who all played such a vital role
in the war effort at home.
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Steve - Sky

From: noreply@ashford.gov.uk
To: monk-steve@sky.com
Subject: Thank you for your Poppy purchase

.
=2 ASHFORD
wﬁw BOROUGH COUNCIL

Dear Customer

Thank you for your Poppy purchase. Details of your order can be found below.

e Please tick this box to accept the terms and conditions as listed above. - | accept
¢ Select 'Poppy' from the Product list, and the quantity required (max 5) -

No Product Price Quantity Description Remarks Total Tax
1 Poppy (1 Poppy) 6 1 Poppy Private George Brown 50l
Total tax 1
Grand total 6

Title - Mr.

First Name - Steve

Surname - Monk

Telephone - nttSenihhEie

Mobile Tel. -

Email Address (required if you would like a confirmation email) - monk-steve/@sky.com
House No/Name - =

Street - din———

Town - Ashford Kent

Postcode - e

Select Preferred Collection Date/Time - Thursday 15th Nov (AM)
Make Payment -

Please keep this email for your records.

Report an Issue | News | About Us

Follow us on:

Click here to view our contact details.
Read our Privacy Policy.
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