1036 Pte James William Monk - 4th Dragoon Guards (Royal Irish)

4th (Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards were part of the 2nd Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division.

Compiled by Steve Monk 2021-22

James William Monk was my first cousin three time removed.
Born in East Guldeford Nr Rye Sussex in 1882.
Killed in France/Belgium in 1914 — Cause unknown.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate Panel 3 - 5 in Ypres as his body was never found.

It appears he signed up for the 7™ Dragoon Guards in which his service number was 6704 but was

transferred to the 4™ Dragoon Guards and his service number changed to 1034 or D/1036




2 Cavalry Brigade:
GOC: Brigadier-General H. deB. De Lisle CB, DSO
4+ (Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards
9t (Queen’s Royal) Lancers
18™ (Queen Mary’s Own) Hussars
2 Signal Troop

James William Monk was born in East Guldeford near Rye in Sussex, some sources say Guildford Surrey but
they are wrong it was definitely in the Rye area, living in Peasmarsh he signed up at Lydd.

Military History

22nd June 1905 Attested 7th Dragoon Guards at Lydd. 23 years. 3 months old.

26th June 1905 Passed medical at Canterbury (Com Depot the Buffs)

3rd July 1905 Re-Vaccinated in right arm.

16th February 1906 Facial wound needed stitches, Canterbury.

22nd June 1907 Awarded 1st Good Conduct badge.

12th July 1907 declared fit for service in South Africa.

18 September 1907 on board SS Braemar Castle Troop ship

12 October 1907 Middelburg CC (Cape Corps) South Africa.

18th September 1907 transferred to the 4th Dragoon Guards.

26th October 1908 Sailed back to England.

18th November 1908 Back in England.

23rd July 1909 Examined and found fit for service in Egypt.

11th September 1909 transferred to the 7th Dragoon Guards and boarded SS Braemar Castle for Egypt.
3rd October 1910 Travelled to India on board HT Dongola (SS Dongola)

12th October 1910 Landed in India.

10th January 1913 Arrived back in England.

9th March 1913 Transferred to Army reserve after expiration of his period of Army service.
5th August 1914 4th Dragoon Guards reserves mobilised for WW1.

28th August 1914 posted with the 4th Dragoon Guards.

3rd November 1914 Died, cause and exact location unknown in Belgium/France.
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James William Monk Attestation Papers.

SHORT SERVIGE (Cavalry.)

. ‘0_/ - (8 years with the Colowrs and 4 years in the Reserve.)
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Questlons to be put to the Recruit before Enlistment.
‘What is yonr Name ? ’

- 5 In the P.m.sh af
In or near what Parish or Town were you born ¢... near the Town of ..

in the County of..

Are you a British Subject ¢ ..,....

. What is your Age?
‘What is your Trade or Calling Z.......0iviiiiiiinninnne.
Have you resided out of your Father's house forr tln'eE}

years, continuously in the same place, or oceupied a house or
land of the yearly value of £10 for one year, and paid rates
for the same, and, in either case, if so, state where ?.

You are hereby warned that if after enlistment it is found that you have given a wilfully false answer to any of the
following seven questions, you will be liable to a punishment of two years' imprisonment with hard labour.

7. Are you, or have you been, an Apprentice? if so,
wheref to whom? for what period ? and, when did, or will,
the period of your Apprenticeship exy.

8. Are you Married ?..

9. Have you ever been sentenced to imprisonment by}
the Civil Power faieiini

Do you now belong to the Army, the Marines, the}

Militia, the Militia Reserve, the Imperial Yeomanry, the Royal
Navy, the Volunteers, the Army Resorve, or the Naval
TReserve Force 1 If 5o, to what Corpa? coccovvreiernneiainiiinenns
Have you ever served in the Army, tho Marines, tl:e}
Militin, the’ Militia Reserve, the Imperial Yeomanry, or the
Royal Novy ! If so, state which aud cause of discharge.
. Have you truly stated the whole, if any, of your %
“previous Service? ...
IHave you ever been rej fected as unfit for the Milit 'y}
or Naval Forces of the (‘rnwn 2 If so, on what grounds ? ...
14. Ave you willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated 2 ...
. For what Corps are you willing to be enlisted, or me}
you willing to be enlisted for Genura] Service L.......
. Do you understand that, althongh every endes
will be made tn post you to the chmmnl. which you have
selected, you will: be Hable, if necessity arises, to serve e
any Regiment of the Corps for wlich you eulist 1 | Name .

7. Did you receive a Notice, and do you umlcr\taml its } :
meaning, and who gave it to you? ....... eseireanetineieienteanas e PRI e

18. Are you willing to serve upon the fﬂllmving conditions 111-ovidz=rl His Majesty should so long
require your services

(@) I‘or the term of 12 years, for the first eight years in Army ‘Scrv;ce and for the remaining four
years in the First Class of the Army Resorve. £ ab the termination of such period of Army Service, you are
serving beyond the seas, you will be sent home, with all convenient speed, for transfer to the Army Reserve.

(5) It at the expiration of the nbove-mentioned term of Army Service a siate of Wur exists, then
if so dirccted by the Comperent Military Authority, to serve in Ariny Sorvice for a further period not
exceeding 12 months,

(c) If, at the expiration of the above-mentioned term of Avmy Service, you are so required by a
Proclamation from His Majesty in ease of imminent national danger, or great emergency, then to serve in Army
Servive 50 a8 to complete your term of 12 years, and for a further period not exceeding 12 months,

c{) If the above-mentioned term of 12 years expires while you are on service with.the Regular
Forees—(i.) bayond the seas, or (il.) while a state of war exists with a Foreign Power, or (iii.) while Soldicrs in the
Reserves ure required by proclamatign to continue in, or re-enter upon, Army S::rvice, and you, iil nccordance with
such nmclnmz\biuu, have re-entered upon Army Service, then to serve for a further perivd not exceeding 12 months.

. /Iii,nfi' g8 O e / /Lo # 4L do solemnly declare that the ahove angwers made by me to
the above/questions are true, and Lhﬂ.t Tam Wlllmg to fulhl the engagements made.
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OATH TO BL TAKLN BY RECRUIT ON .ATTLbl'.({llDN ; .

- ; do make Oath, that
I wz.li "be fafthtul a.nc] bear true Allem mee to Llis Mu equ Klng Edward the Sev ent‘h His Heirs, and Successors, and that

I will, as in duty bound, honestly emd faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs, a‘nd quece:sors, in Person, Crown, and
Dignity against all enemies, and will observe and obey all Orders of His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successnrs, and of the
Generals and Officers set over me, So help me God.

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OIFFICER.

The Recrnit above-named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above questions hg

! would be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act,

. The above questions were then read to the recrnit in my presence.

T have taken care that he understands each question, and that his answer to each question has beeg
replied t.o a.nd tlie said recruit has made and signed sthe declaration 'md taken the oath
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Initially he signed up for the 7*" Dragoon Guards in 1905.
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Statement of Service for Pte James William Monk
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Military History
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Medical History
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Medical on transfer to reserves 9" March 1913.

On 1st Transfer.

On 2nd Transfer.

Deseription on transfer to Army Reserve.

On 3rd Transfer.
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* Confirmation of transfer to Army Reserve.

The above named soldier is hereby transfoerred to the 1st Class Army Reserve.
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War Diary entry for the day he was killed 3rd November 1914.

Details in the 4th dragoon guards war diary are very sketch, however looking at the entries for November
15t — 2" they were just west of Messines having been under constant German bombardment and had
retreated a little way out on the Messines to Wulverghem road.




A trench map shows the British trenches in the area in Blue and German trenches in Red.
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This would have been the area in which James William Monk met his death as far as | can find.
His body has not been found and he is commemorated on the Menin Gate in Ypres. Panel 3-5

On my visit in 2022 | found James William Monks name on the Menin gate and a photo of it is included on
the next page.
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James name is top panel under 4™ Dragoon Guards, second column, 4" name down.




In Memory Of
Private

JAMES WILLIAM MONK

Senice Number: 1036

4th Dragoon Guards (Royal Irish) who died on 03 November 1914 Age 30

Son of Mr. A Monk, of School Lane, Peasmarsh, Sussex

Remembered with Honour

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL
Panel 3-5.

I
COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES

Al

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWFALTH
WAR GRAVES COMMISSION







Official List of personnel on the same plaque — Menin Gate.

James William Monk Medal Card
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Name. Corps. R ank, k Regtl, No.
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&/ enmuesS |
Medal. toll P Page. Remarks.
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Signed Receipt for the 1914 Star & Clasp signed by T Monk (Thomas Monk) his younger brother.
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~p /&

I hereby acknowledge the receipt of the 1914 Star” granted in respect

of the service of ) / [7C; / < L
= e ORIy

Daterli_{ ol 1919. Signature J Jevss /2.

Signed Receipt for the British War & Victory Medals signed by A Monk.
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Medal Rolls




1036 Pte James William Monk British War & Victory Medals

ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Vietars Medal andjee British War Medal granted under Army Orders 01 end 266.

T ™
Recard of disposal af

“Theslres of war in which sorved

Aocorations

Clasps swardal (lo b loft blazk)
(%) Proscutad

(5) Despatched by Pos:
() Taken into Stoclc
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ﬂ’(éf /{Wj;"'a i oA /j/‘ llw 3/24203

55 |
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to the Official Records the individuals named iy this ROLL are eutitied to the Medal or Medals as detailed above.

W ,
Siguature aud ra

1036 Pte James William Monk 1914 Star & Clasp Medal
(Note that the entry below is his brother 5863 Pte Frank Monk)

ROLL OF J & TALS i g L
8 OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Decoration granted under Army Order 380 op 193
¥

TEMARKS,

On Date of
Disembarkation.

James William Monk - 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards. 2nd Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division.




The 1st Cavalry division was not formed until the war had started. The 1st Cavalry Brigade was at Aldershot,
the 2nd Cavalry Brigade at Tidworth, the 3rd Cavalry Brigade was in Ireland and the 4th Cavalry Brigade was
in London and the south east. The Division was formed in August 1914 and went to France between the
15th and 18th August 1914.

On the 16th of September, the Cavalry Division became the 1st Cavalry Division. At times during the war
the division served in the trenches as infantry, each Cavalry Brigade once dismounted formed a dismounted

regiment under the command of a Brigadier. The 1st Cavalry Division served in France and Flanders until
the Armistice.

In 1914, it deployed from England to France with the British Expeditionary Force's 1st Cavalry Division. The
regiment's 'C' Squadron charged a German cavalry column just east of Mons on 22 August 1914, in what
was the British Army's first action of the First World War (1914-18). It spent the remainder of the conflict in
France and Flanders, fighting in a mounted and dismounted role, and gaining 26 battle honours.

The memorial at Casteau, north east of Mons, marking the spot where C Squadron of the 4th (Royal Irish)
Dragoon Guards became the first British unit to go into action against the German Army, on 22 August
1914.




HMHS Braemar Castle was a hospital ship which served with the Royal Navy in the First World War, as well
as serving as a troop ship in the Second Boer War and the Greco-Turkish War.

She was built in 1898 and originally served as a passenger liner with the Union-Castle Line, sailing from
Southampton to South Africa. At the start of the Boer War, and from 1909, she served as a troop ship, for
the British Expeditionary Force in 1914 and in Gallipoli in 1915. From 1915, she was converted to a hospital
ship, hitting a mine (laid by SM U-73) in the Aegean Sea on 23 November 1916 and being repaired at La
Spezia.[1] She continued to serve as a hospital ship until 1922, sailing to Murmansk in 1918 and staying
until 1921, the last non-Russian ship to leave Archangel. Braemar Castle continued to serve as a troop ship
before being sold for scrap in Italy in 1924.

The SS Dongola, launched 14 September 1905, was a steam-powered passenger liner of the Peninsular and
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, at various times used as a Royal Navy troop ship (HMT Dongola) and
hospital ship (HMHS Dongola).

Except during the First World War, the ship's main use was as a passenger liner on the routes from England
through the Suez Canal to India and the Far East, and she was fast enough to carry mail.

P & O sold the ship in June 1926 to be broken up for scrap.




War gratuity originally paid to his father Alfred, but he died in 1919 so it looks as though it was paid to
James’s brothers Thomas, Frank, and Charles, but | can’t yet work out what it means
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| found this card below filed in some pensions corner of the internet, It looks as though James William
Monk may have had something to do with this person, but as yet undiscovered.
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| have found a Nellie Elizabeth Almond living at this address in the 1911 Census when she was 11 Years old
living with her parents. Looking at the date in the bottom left hand corner of the card above it would seem

that she would have been 21 years old in 1921, so possibly his girlfriend or pen pal.




Peasmarsh Church

The Roll of Honour inside Peasmarsh Church with James Monk on it. The Harry Monk just above James is a
mystery, so far in my research | have not been able to find and place a Harry Monk within the family. It
could be a separate family of Monks, but the research continues.




Peasmarsh War Memorial

War Memorial
St Peter And St Paul Church Cross (WMR 17061) Peasmarsh East Sussex.
Again, the mystery Harry Monk name appears, this time underneath James Monk on the War Memorial.

To be continued ...




Simplified family tree from Steve Monk Steve Monk

back to James William Monk. 1956

Dennis Monk

1933 - 2020

James Monk (Jim)

1909 - 1992
James William Monk Arthur Monk (Jessie)
1882 -1914
Frank Monk 1879 -1971
1886 — 1952
(Brothers)

Alfred Monk Thomas Monk
1831-1919 1843 - 1921

Isaac Monk

1797 - 1869

William Monk

1763 - 1841




