
 

1036 Pte James William Monk - 4th Dragoon Guards (Royal Irish) 

4th (Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards were part of the 2nd Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division. 

 

 
 

 

Compiled by Steve Monk 2021-22 

James William Monk was my first cousin three time removed. 

Born in East Guldeford Nr Rye Sussex in 1882. 

Killed in France/Belgium in 1914 – Cause unknown. 

Commemorated on the Menin Gate Panel 3 - 5 in Ypres as his body was never found. 

 

It appears he signed up for the 7th Dragoon Guards in which his service number was 6704 but was 

transferred to the 4th Dragoon Guards and his service number changed to 1034 or D/1036 

 

 

 

 



2nd Cavalry Brigade: 

GOC: Brigadier-General H. deB. De Lisle CB, DSO 

4th (Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards 

9th (Queen’s Royal) Lancers 

18th (Queen Mary’s Own) Hussars 

2nd Signal Troop 

 

James William Monk was born in East Guldeford near Rye in Sussex, some sources say Guildford Surrey but 

they are wrong it was definitely in the Rye area, living in Peasmarsh he signed up at Lydd. 

 

Military History 

22nd June 1905 Attested 7th Dragoon Guards at Lydd. 23 years. 3 months old. 

26th June 1905 Passed medical at Canterbury (Com Depot the Buffs) 

3rd July 1905 Re-Vaccinated in right arm. 

16th February 1906 Facial wound needed stitches, Canterbury. 

22nd June 1907 Awarded 1st Good Conduct badge. 

12th July 1907 declared fit for service in South Africa. 

18 September 1907 on board SS Braemar Castle Troop ship 

12 October 1907 Middelburg CC (Cape Corps) South Africa. 

18th September 1907 transferred to the 4th Dragoon Guards. 

26th October 1908 Sailed back to England. 

18th November 1908 Back in England. 

23rd July 1909 Examined and found fit for service in Egypt. 

11th September 1909 transferred to the 7th Dragoon Guards and boarded SS Braemar Castle for Egypt. 

3rd October 1910 Travelled to India on board HT Dongola (SS Dongola) 

12th October 1910 Landed in India. 

10th January 1913 Arrived back in England.  

9th March 1913 Transferred to Army reserve after expiration of his period of Army service. 

5th August 1914 4th Dragoon Guards reserves mobilised for WW1. 

28th August 1914 posted with the 4th Dragoon Guards. 

3rd November 1914 Died, cause and exact location unknown in Belgium/France. 

 

 

 

 



 

James William Monk Attestation Papers. 

 

Initially he signed up for the 7th Dragoon Guards in 1905. 

 



 

Army medical in Canterbury. 

 

 



Clean Offence Sheet. 

 

 



Statement of Service for Pte James William Monk 

  

 



Posting History 

 

 

 



Military History 

 



Medical History 

 

 

 



Medical on transfer to reserves 9th March 1913. 

 

 



War Diary entry for the day he was killed 3rd November 1914. 

 

 

Details in the 4th dragoon guards war diary are very sketch, however looking at the entries for November 

1st – 2nd they were just west of Messines having been under constant German bombardment and had 

retreated a little way out on the Messines to Wulverghem road. 

 



 

A trench map shows the British trenches in the area in Blue and German trenches in Red. 

 

 

Below is the trench map superimposed over a google earth image of the same area today. 

 

 

This would have been the area in which James William Monk met his death as far as I can find. 

His body has not been found and he is commemorated on the Menin Gate in Ypres. Panel 3-5 

 

On my visit in 2022 I found James William Monks name on the Menin gate and a photo of it is included on 

the next page. 



 

 

James name is top panel under 4th Dragoon Guards, second column, 4th name down. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Official List of personnel on the same plaque – Menin Gate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James William Monk Medal Card 



 

 

Signed Receipt for the 1914 Star & Clasp signed by T Monk (Thomas Monk) his younger brother. 

 

 

Signed Receipt for the British War & Victory Medals signed by A Monk. 

 

 

Medal Rolls 



1036 Pte James William Monk British War & Victory Medals 

 

 

1036 Pte James William Monk 1914 Star & Clasp Medal 

(Note that the entry below is his brother 5863 Pte Frank Monk) 

 

 

 

 

James William Monk - 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards. 2nd Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division. 



 

The 1st Cavalry division was not formed until the war had started. The 1st Cavalry Brigade was at Aldershot, 

the 2nd Cavalry Brigade at Tidworth, the 3rd Cavalry Brigade was in Ireland and the 4th Cavalry Brigade was 

in London and the south east. The Division was formed in August 1914 and went to France between the 

15th and 18th August 1914.  

On the 16th of September, the Cavalry Division became the 1st Cavalry Division. At times during the war 

the division served in the trenches as infantry, each Cavalry Brigade once dismounted formed a dismounted 

regiment under the command of a Brigadier. The 1st Cavalry Division served in France and Flanders until 

the Armistice. 

In 1914, it deployed from England to France with the British Expeditionary Force's 1st Cavalry Division. The 

regiment's 'C' Squadron charged a German cavalry column just east of Mons on 22 August 1914, in what 

was the British Army's first action of the First World War (1914-18). It spent the remainder of the conflict in 

France and Flanders, fighting in a mounted and dismounted role, and gaining 26 battle honours. 

 

 

The memorial at Casteau, north east of Mons, marking the spot where C Squadron of the 4th (Royal Irish) 

Dragoon Guards became the first British unit to go into action against the German Army, on 22 August 

1914. 

 

 

 

 



HMHS Braemar Castle was a hospital ship which served with the Royal Navy in the First World War, as well 

as serving as a troop ship in the Second Boer War and the Greco-Turkish War. 

 

She was built in 1898 and originally served as a passenger liner with the Union-Castle Line, sailing from 

Southampton to South Africa. At the start of the Boer War, and from 1909, she served as a troop ship, for 

the British Expeditionary Force in 1914 and in Gallipoli in 1915. From 1915, she was converted to a hospital 

ship, hitting a mine (laid by SM U-73) in the Aegean Sea on 23 November 1916 and being repaired at La 

Spezia.[1] She continued to serve as a hospital ship until 1922, sailing to Murmansk in 1918 and staying 

until 1921, the last non-Russian ship to leave Archangel. Braemar Castle continued to serve as a troop ship 

before being sold for scrap in Italy in 1924. 

 

The SS Dongola, launched 14 September 1905, was a steam-powered passenger liner of the Peninsular and 

Oriental Steam Navigation Company, at various times used as a Royal Navy troop ship (HMT Dongola) and 

hospital ship (HMHS Dongola). 

Except during the First World War, the ship's main use was as a passenger liner on the routes from England 

through the Suez Canal to India and the Far East, and she was fast enough to carry mail. 

P & O sold the ship in June 1926 to be broken up for scrap. 

 



 

War gratuity originally paid to his father Alfred, but he died in 1919 so it looks as though it was paid to 

James’s brothers Thomas, Frank, and Charles, but I can’t yet work out what it means. 

 

 

 

I found this card below filed in some pensions corner of the internet, It looks as though James William 

Monk may have had something to do with this person, but as yet undiscovered. 

 

 

I have found a Nellie Elizabeth Almond living at this address in the 1911 Census when she was 11 Years old 

living with her parents. Looking at the date in the bottom left hand corner of the card above it would seem 

that she would have been 21 years old in 1921, so possibly his girlfriend or pen pal. 

 

 

 

 



 

Peasmarsh Church 

The Roll of Honour inside Peasmarsh Church with James Monk on it. The Harry Monk just above James is a 

mystery, so far in my research I have not been able to find and place a Harry Monk within the family. It 

could be a separate family of Monks, but the research continues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Peasmarsh War Memorial 

 

 

 

War Memorial 

St Peter And St Paul Church Cross (WMR 17061) Peasmarsh East Sussex. 

Again, the mystery Harry Monk name appears, this time underneath James Monk on the War Memorial. 

To be continued … 



 

 

James Monk (Jim) 

1909 - 1992 

Arthur Monk (Jessie) 

1879 - 1971 

William Monk 

1763 - 1841 

James William Monk 
1882 – 1914 
Frank Monk 
1886 – 1952 
(Brothers) 

Alfred Monk 

1831 - 1919 

Isaac Monk 

1797 - 1869 

Thomas Monk 

1843 - 1921 

Dennis Monk 

1933 - 2020 

Steve Monk 

1956 

Simplified family tree from Steve Monk 

back to James William Monk. 


